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FOREWORD 


The early records of the church being very incomplete, it became neces- 
sary to draw upon the memories of many of our members to provide the 
historical data presented in this book. Every effort has been made to verify each 
statement. Many of the items have been verified by reference to the files of the 
Fort Wayne News-Sentinel (formerly the Fort Wayne Daily News), and 
much information was gained from that source. 


We want especially to thank the following for their help in making pos- 
sible the publication of this book; Mr. Henry Flowers, who collected the 
data and wrote the history; Mr. A. O. Schell, who compiled and edited the 
book; Rev. Robert T. Beck, Mrs. Rhoda Depotty, Mr. and Mrs. Owen Vaught, 
Mr. Bertram Leversee, Mr. and Mrs. John F. Davis, Mrs. C. F. Durfee, Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles D. Dilts, Mrs. Wm. Rodgers, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Fitch, Mr. 
Harry G. Hiler, Mrs. H. W. Sigrist, Mrs. Robert C. M. Scott, Mrs. Anna Harts- 
horn, Mrs. Eva Mosier, Mrs. Robert Clipp, Mrs. David Hogg, Miss Ercie Owen, 
Mrs. James Hirschy, Mrs. W. H. Imbody, Miss Pearl Heidecker, Mrs. Charles 
Gross, Mr. Alexander Campbell, Mrs. Delmas Young, Mr. and Mrs. O. G. 
Schell, Mr. Thomas Hirschy, Mrs. Ray Woodhull, and Mr. Walter Birkhold, all 
of whom contributed material assistance in providing information. 


It is hoped that the reading of this book will recall many pleasant memo- 
ries, and that it may provide a source of inspiration for a great future. May 
“Seventy-five Years of Christian Achievement” be the basis of many more 
years of Christian Service. 


THE EpIToRS 


DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


Even the Reformation of the 16th century was unable to free the human 
mind from the shackles of creeds which the previous centuries had been forg- 
ing on the minds of those who called themselves Christian. Lutheranism, Cal- 
vinism, Wesleyanism were like advance moments. No one would wish to ig- 
nore or fail to honor the imperishable benefits which they brought to Christian 
progress. Reforms are faced with tremendous odds when they confront the 
habits of over twelve centuries. These reforms released the Bible and demanded 
the right of private interpretation of the Scriptures. 


But the great discovery remained for the 19th century. In this century, 
Jesus Christ was hailed as the head of the Church and the test and authority 
for all its teachings and practices. By this test the Bible passages were declared 
to be of varying degrees of importance. By this test the claims of the ecclesi- 
astical princes of the historic churches and the creeds of the churches, were 
brought in question. Under the scrutiny of His life, new appraisals were made. 


Interestingly enough, the Communion, which became known as the Dis- 
ciples of Christ, not in the spirit of bitterness, or in the garb of reformers, under 
the impulsion of a great discovery, this movement sprang from the American 
soil. Unhampered by old world authority and traditions, permeated with the 
free spirit of a new continent, it felt the urge of progress and a new day. 


The “Declaration and Address” of Thomas Campbell put into form the 
unuttered longings of many Christian people and dated the beginning of this 
great movement. The tone was pacific. It disavowed any purpose of forming 
a new sect. There was no bitterness, nor hatred. There was a longing that love 
and loyalty to Christ might be greater than devotion to creed or huge denomi- 
national schemes. This address was given in 1809. 


Our fathers were not mistaken for we are the only religious body born 
on American soil that has come to great numbers, ranked as the fifth largest 
religious body in America, with congregations in 40 nations of the world, 
with a membership of 1,900,000. In 1945, 96,678 new members were re- 
ceived and for all purposes, local, educational and benevolent, over $27,500,000 
was raised. 


Thus born in the early history of our country, the Disciples of Christ, 
through their church polity, granted liberty of opinion, and equality of mem- 
bership with Christian fraternity extended to all, and thus in their democracy 
paralleled the spirit and history of our country from its beginning. 


The weekly observance of the Communion has been a marked character- 
istic from the beginning with open communion to all who share it. The Dis- 
ciples of Christ have never been trinitarian or unitarian and have never required 
any statement other than the confession of faith in Christ. The whole contro- 
versy was discarded as outworn and meaningless. “Inner Light,’ visions, 
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dreams, subjective feelings have always been discounted. Infants or little chil- 
dren have never been thought of as damned. Religious obligations are in the 
realm of rational decisions. “Fruits of the Spirit’ are indicators of salvation. 
Baptism has no magical significance. The form of baptism has, been immersion, 
because that was the form of the earliest church and further it was deemed 
democratic to receive all followers of Christ in the same manner. 


The Disciples of Christ have insisted on the processes of education in 
establishing their congregations and have recognized the autonomy of the 
local church. The early leaders were vigorous and were for the most part uni- 
versity trained men. Alexander Campbell was a peer of any man of his age in 
intellect, in character and prophetic vision. Integrity and fairness were quali- 
ties of his nature. His prodigious learning, his clear insight and his marvelous 
powers of generalization were evinced in his maturity. A great servant of God, 
a lover of truth, he was a brother to the humblest of his fellowmen. Barton 
Stone, a man of unusual mental acumen; Walter Scott, orator, scholar, and 
untiring worker, and many others including the Campbells proved a force 
in stemming the tide of emotionalism of the early 19th century. Colleges were 
started, local churches integrated into a brotherhood of churches. State Con- 
ventions, sectional conferences were established. During the latter part of this 
period a legal note crept into the preaching of many of the ministers and 
the danger of dogmatism again arose. 


The World Missionary program has had a long and wide history in oui 
brotherhood. Today all the principle fields of the world have our missionary 
stations with excellent schools and hospitals. Over 250 missionaries work in 
these fields. In the African field alone over 1700 converts were reported in 
1945. Our own church supports Paul C. Kepple as a Living Link in Mexico. 

In the field of religious education, the Disciples of Christ have been 
among the foremost leaders. Many of the secretaries of co-operative organiza- 
tions belong to this brotherhood. We have had an active and creative part 
in the forming of the World Council of Churches. Following the trend of the 
day during the revivalist period many members were received in the local 
churches, and the churches were unprepared to integrate them into the life of 
the church. Like other communions, we have a too large number of nominal 
members. 


In the field of journalism, our people have had an important role. The 
leading religious journal in America is today edited by a former pastor of a 
Christian Church and a devoted Disciples of Christ. 


As in the age of our fathers this age demands faith. Demands a faith 
that is loyal to the spirit of Christ. That is reverent; that is practical; that 1s 
not content except it be expressed for the welfare of mankind, in the love and 
zeal of our Master; a faith which expresses itself in truth, goodness, beauty 
and love; a faith as vital as life. In such an age, Disciples of Christ find 
themselves. 


SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS OF CHRISTIAN ACHIEVEMENT 1871 - 1946 


History of First Christian Church, now celebrating its seventy-fifth anni- 
versary, serves as an important chapter in the annals of Fort Wayne and close- 
ly parallels growth and progress of the city. 


Fort Wayne was a struggling but promising community of approximately 
18,000 residents when the first church of the Disciples of Christ was organized 
here. Today Fort Wayne ranks as Indiana’s second largest city and that original 
congregation, now known as First Christian Church, holds a place as one of its 
leading religious organizations. 


The church started without pomp or fanfare but with a sureness and de- 
termination which have been strengthened through the ensuing three-quarters 
of a century. 


Although First Christian Church is marking its diamond jubilee, work of 
the Disciples of Christ in Fort Wayne began a full century ago as chronicled 
by Commodore Wesley Cauble in his book, “Disciples of Christ in Indiana.” 
Excerpts from his book follow: ° 


~The Columbus Convention in October, 1846, sent John B. New to Fort 
Wayne as a missionary. Under date of April 1, 1847, Mr. New says: ‘We began 
here last November with six members—our present number is fifty. Some have 
come from the Baptist, some from the M. E., and some from the Catholic 
Church. Our opponents use the same arguments that were common eighteen 
hundred years ago. They say that we and you deny the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, a change of heart, and the divinity of Christ. All false, you know, and so 
proved a thousand times. The truth is making a good impression although men 
and devils oppose.” 


H. St. John Van Dake tells of continuing the work in Fort Wayne late 
in 1847. Portions of his letter as quoted by Mr. Cauble follow: 


“Fort Wayne, Indiana, December 2, 1847. You are no doubt desirous to 
hear from the evangelist whom you chose to assist in laboring at this place. 
On the twenty-seventh of October I left Union County and arrived in this city 
on the thirteenth, just after close of the day. * * * 


“Since arriving at Fort Wayne I have found the sheep somewhat scattered 
and the prospect is not as flattering for gathering them into the fold as I would 
like. We have no meeting-house, but we can generally have the court-house for 
the afternoons and evenings of the Lord’s Day. You will hear from me again.” 


Start of the activities of the Disciples of Christ in Fort Wayne leading to 
founding of the church dates from November 5, 1871, when Rov. John Ayles- 
worth conducted the first service at Anderson’s Hall, then located at the north- 
west corner of Broadway and Jefferson Street. 
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Rev. Aylesworth tells of this first service in a letter written to the “Church 
of Christ Announcement,” former weekly publication of the church, dated Nov. 
25,1899: ‘The first service held in Fort Wayne was on November 5, 1871. 
The first sermon was on “The Presence of God.’ The first audience numbered 
about sixty and in the evening the number was about eighty.” 


The church was organized November 19, 1871, in Anderson's Hall with 
seven charter members who were Mrs. Eliza Rhinesmith, Miss Susan Rhine- 
smith, Mrs. Elizabeth Barlett, Mr. Ketchum, Mathilda Stirk, Mrs. Hathaway 
and Mr. Rhodes. The church was organized by Rev. Aylesworth and William 
I. Miller, a member of the church at Little River. 


Earliest membership of the church numbered about twenty. Among those 
received during the first year were Mrs. Amanda Wartenbe, Mr. and Mrs. 
Daniel James, William James, Martha James, Dr. and Mrs. Sites, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert M. Stewart, Margaret Swayne, Gilbert Miller and Eliza Nestel. Other 
early members included Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Barton, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Miller, 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Dille and Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Swayne. Margaret Swayne 
played the melodeon. 


C. M. Barton was elected as the first elder and Robert Stewart and J. H. 
Miller as first deacons. One source lists Gilbert Miller as first clerk while an- 
other lists Joseph Dille. John Wagner was clerk for many years. 


After meeting for several months in Anderson’s Hall, the little congre- 
gation moved to Nestel’s Hall at the southwest corner of Broadway and Jef- 
ferson Street, the use of which was donated by Charles Nestel. 


Rey. Aylesworth wrote further for “The Announcement” of November 
25, 1899: “A lot was purchased in 1872 and a canvass for funds was begun. 
The foundation of the new building was laid in 1873 and the walls were car- 
ried up in 1874. The dedication (the building not yet being finished but plas- 
tered, provided with windows and seated with chairs) took place in 1875.” 


The site purchased for the new church was at the southeast corner of 
Jefferson Street and Griffith Street (now Fairfield Avenue), present site of the 
church. The state board, of which Rev. L. L. Carpénter was head, gave its sup- 
port to the new congregation. 


Women of the church took an active part then, as they do now, in raising 
funds for the new building. Perusal of files of The Daily News of May, 1875, 
reveals several announcements of Christian Church socials and strawberry and 
ice cream festivals, many of which were held in Nestel’s Hall. Receipts of a 
festival held May 27, 1875, at the incompleted church were announced as 
$82.43. 


As evidence that the new congregation had difficulty raising sufficient 
funds for finishing the church is this item printed under “Happenings” in The 
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Daily News of May 19, 1875: “The members of the Christian Church held a 
meeting last night at Nestel’s Hall. It was ascertained that about $900 were 
yet needed to finish the church, now partially erected, corner of Griffith and 
West Jefferson streets. It is expected that this sum will soon be realized and 
the church furnished before winter.” 


An item of May 17, 1875, read: ‘Miss Wilbur was immersed yesterday in 
the river west of the college, according to the rites of the Christian Church.” 
The baptism place presumably was in the St. Mary’s River in the Swinney 
Park area near the former Methodist college. 


The church, dedicated by Isaac Errett in the spring of 1875, consisted of 
one large room with a small room on each side of the pulpit. Most of this 
original structure stands today as the east part of the present church. 


Improvements were made from time to time including a new basement 
to provide more room for the Sunday School, Christian Endeavor rooms and 
a new baptistry. 


First Church now has few living members who attended services in the 
original church. Among these are Mrs. Rhoda Depotty, Mrs. Frank Hobbs, and 
Delmar and Eugene Fitch. 


Mrs. Depotty, who came to the church about 1894, recalled that the en- 
trance to the old church was on the west side, this entranceway having been 
removed when the present church was built. 


The congregation faced east with the church’s main floor consisting only 
of the auditorium, she said. The pulpit in the center of the east side of the old 
church was flanked on the north by the baptistry and on the south by a pedal- 
pumped organ at the rear of the choir platform, Mrs. Depoty recalled. There 
were three rows of wood, straight-backed pews. 


The first church, although small and somewhat crude as compared to 
modern architectural standards, housed the little but thriving congregation for 
more than two decades. It still is used as the social room, chapel, vestibule, of- 
fices, kitchen and as one of the two furnace rooms. 


The organ was played by Mrs. Anna Smith McCormick, now of Rich- 
mond, widow of Rev. Fermin McCormick, who entered the ministry from First 
Christian Church. 


Rey. Aylesworth preached his last sermon in Fort Wayne on the last Sun- 
day of April, 1877. 


Other pastors prior to erection of the present church structure, in the order 
of their pastorates, were: Revs. William Aylesworth, L. L. Carpenter, William 
Gleason, Gilbert Ireland, Thomas Mason, George P. Slade, M. L. Blaney, ave 
Updike, George H. Sims and Perry J. Rice. 
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The church, then known as the Church of Christ, of Fort Wayne, met 
June 18, 1896, to authorize incorporation of the church under an Indiana act, 
the meeting having been called by Rev. Rice, Elias Ake and John Dalman. It 
was resolved that trustees of the Church of Christ convey by deed the title to 
the property to the West Jefferson Street Church of Christ, Fort Wayne. The 
articles of incorporation were recorded August 4, 1896. 


When membership of the church grew to nearly 500, plans were started 
for a new building. Architect Henry Meyer was engaged to prepare plans 
and specifications for the new edifice (the present one). The cornerstone 
was laid September 20, 1896. 


The front of the old church which faced west was removed and the new 
church was built to face Jefferson Street. The new church occupied the entire 
lot. The house of worship was dedicated June 20, 1897. 


The program for the cornerstone laying was printed in the Fort Wayne 
Daily News (now continued as The News-Sentinel) dated September 19, 1896. 
under the head: “Corner Stone Laying. Program for the Church of Christ 
Services.” The announcement read: “Special services of unusual interest will 
be held at the regular hour of service in the morning. Rev. L. L. Carpenter, of 
Wabash, will deliver the sermon. 


“At three o'clock the program will be as follows: Hymn of Praise, Con- 
gregation. Prayer. Music—Haydn Quartet. Laying of the corner stone by Rev. 
L. L. Carpenter. Music, Haydn Quartet. Remarks by city pastors and visiting 
clergymen. Remarks, Pastor. Hymn of Praise, Congregation. Benediction.” 


Mrs. Depotty, who is related to Rev. Carpenter, attended both the corner- 
stone laying and dedication of the present church. She said contents of the 
cornerstone include a list of the church’s membership at that time. Mrs. De- 
potty said dedication of the church building, which was one of the outstanding 
houses of worship in the city, was a gala yet reverent day in history of the 
church. 


As evidence that her recollection of that day was correct as being sig- 
nificant in history of Fort Wayne as well as of the church was the prominent 
play given the occasion by The Daily News of June 21, 1897, the day follow- 
ing. The dedication program was featured with a column and a half of type 
on the front page under a one-column-wide six-deck headline and with a three: 
column-wide drawing of the church’s exterior printed on the front page. 


The headline read: “DEDICATED!—Formal Ceremonies at West Jef 
ferson Street Church of Christ—STRONG SERMONS—Dr. Garrison Delivers 
Two Forceful and Eloquent Discussions—A FINE STRUCTURE—Something 
About the Character of the New Edifice.”’ 
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The newspaper account of the program follows in part: 


“Yesterday the new West Jefferson Street Church of Christ was formally 
set apart for the purpose of Divine worship. The day was an ideal one, and the 
audiences morning, afternoon and evening crowded the entire building, which 
seats about 1,000 people. The morning service began promptly at 10 o'clock, 
and continued only till about noon. The music furnished by the regular church 
choir was well rendered and gave inspiration and enjoyment to the service. 
The sermon was delivered by Rev. G. H. Garrison, of St. Louis, editor of The 
Christian Evangelist, and was a most touching and powerful address. His text 
was, Though He was rich, yet for our sakes He became poor.’ 


“Following the sermon, Rev. L. L. Carpenter asked for an offering and 
received a most generous response. In a few moments nearly all that was asked 


for was pledged. 


“At 2:30 P.M. the house was crowded again, and Rev. J. S. Ainslie, pastor 
Plymouth Congregational Church, gave a very cordial and hearty congratulatory 
speech on behalf of the city churches, which was responded to by Mr. Garrison 
in a fitting speech. 


“In the evening every chair in the house was brought into use to accom- 
modate the crowd with sittings, and still hundreds came who could not even 
find standing room. The sermon was by J. H. Garrison, from the text, ‘Ye 
AtesescS. BULGING See *% 


“After the sermon the house was dedicated by a concert exercise, which 
was led by the pastor, and Rev. L. L. Carpenter offered the dedicatory prayer.’ 


The Daily News’ article gave a history and description of the new house 
of worship. The cornerstone has carved on one side: “Built on the foundation 
of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Cornerstone,” and 
on the other side: “Thou are the Christ; upon this rock I will build my Church.” 


The church is 72 by 102 feet on the foundation, and the main walls are 
24 feet high, being 43 feet in the center of the galleries. The tower is 76 feet 
high and 1514 feet square. The main church floor and northwest entrance 
room measure 65 by 52 feet and the sanctuary ceiling is 30 feet in the center 
with elliptical arches. The original pulpit platform was 18 by 24 feet. The bal- 
cony and Sunday School rooms were built in the old church portion of the 
building and lecture rooms were located in the basement. Seating capacity of 
the main auditorium was 700 with space for 300 more in the Sunday School 
room. 


The elliptical arches were beautifully frescoed at time of dedication, and 
over the wide entrance to the Sunday School room was a painting of Christ and 
His apostles. 


“Church of Christ Announcement,” started September 12, 1897, and pub- 
lished weekly until early in 1900 during the pastorate of Rev. Perry J. Rice, 
gives considerable interesting data concerning the church during those years. 


Excerpts from Rev. Rice’s fourth anniversary sermon, as recorded in the 
“Announcement” read: ‘“There have been over 300 additions to the church, or 
an average of 75 per year, during the past four years: Fully half of our present 
membership having united since I came. 


“There is not a single point from which we may justly view a church at 
which we may not see improvement. We are stronger today than ever before 
in our history. Surely we may erect here a stone of memorial and say, ‘Hitherto 
has the Lord helped us.’ ” 


The Music and Literary Circle was organized in 1897 with Dr. W. D. 
Calvin as president. 


A Brotherhood was organized in January, 1898, with O. P. Eversole as 
president. 


Writing on the twenty-eighth anniversary of the church, Rev. Rice stated: 


“The first sermon Brother Aylesworth preached in Fort Wayne was on 
‘The Presence of God.’ Surely God's presence has been manifest during all 
these years. He has not departed from his people and will not. 


“Every glimpse into the early history of this church reveals a little more 
fully its true worth and should serve as an incentive to us all to nobler endeavor 
in the work at hand. Beloved, it remains for us to prove whether we are worthy 
of such a heritage.” 


The annual meeting held in January, 1900, for the year 1899 was termed 
the most successful in the history of the church. About $4,500 was raised for all 
purposes, including the sale of the lot adjoining the church property on the 
south. (This lot was reacquired by the church in 1945.) More was given to 
missions during 1899 than ever before—approximately $240. 


Rev. Rice was succeeded in 1900 by Rev. Edgar W. Allen who closed his 
pastorate late in 1905. Other ministers who have served in the present church 
home follow: 


Rev. Ray O. Miller, 1906-1908; Rev. Marion Todd, 1908-1913; Rev. O. E. 
Tomes, 1913-1918; Rev. Ira L. Parvin, 1918-1923; Rev. Ezra A. McKim, 1923- 
1928; Rev. Arthur P. Wilson, 1929-1933; Rev. Barton A. Johnson, 1934-1938; 
Rev. Samuel Joel Burgess, 1938-1943, and the present minister Rev. Robert T. 
Beck who began his work December 19, 1943. 


An amendment to the church’s constitution was ratified January 3, 1916. 
The amendment reads: 
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“The membership of the church should consist of those persons who de- 
siring to realize the ideals of Jesus in their own lives and throughout the world 
accept unreservedly His leadership and testify thereto by public profession and 
baptism. Members of other churches who have been immersed may be admitted 
to membership by receiving the hand of fellowship.” 


Many improvements have been made to the church property as needs arose 
and as more modern equipment became available. The church purchased an 
electric blower and rebuilt the organ by action taken A PUUlN2 2191 fy ata. cost 
of $460. A new hot air heating system was installed during the summer of 1917. 


The pipe organ installed in the new church was supplied with hand- 
pumped air necessitating constant pumping during playing of the organ. That 
system was replaced by the electric blower. 


Another amendment to the constitution was approved January 6, 1918, 
providing for six instead of four elders. Rev. O. E. Tomes ended his ministry 
at the church January 6, 1918, and was succeeded by Rev. Ira L. Parvin. 


The Ladies’ Aid Society paid for decorating the church, and a church 
directory was printed early in 1919. An addressograph was purchased during 
1920; 


The basement was enlarged about 1920, and in the process the foundation 
was weakened and caused much of the south wall of the older church section 
to fall. Ray Woodhull narrowly escaped death in the cave-in. 


The church's budget in 1921 was $7,762 for current expenses and $600 
for missions. 


A new building program was authorized February 13, 1921. A piece of 
property 22 by 35 feet at the rear of the present Children’s House site was 
purchased for $300. 


The church provided $881.85 for missions during 1922. 


Rev. Parvin resigned in 1923. 
Rey. E. A. McKim accepted the pastorate June 24, 1923. 


The church bought the residential property adjoining the church on the 
east in November, 1923, for $10,000. It was decided to rent the house. The 
residence previously had been owned by the church and Rev. P. J. Rice had 
been the last to occupy it as a parsonage. 


The board was enlarged by two elders and eight deacons in 1923. 


The finance committee on May 21, 1924, recommended construction of 
an educational building and gymnasium east of the church. A campaign was de- 
cided on to raise $90,000 to $100,000 to pay for the project and liquidate a 
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debt of $15,000. The congregation approved that program June 8, 1924. Re- 
ports submitted March 1, 1925, showed $40,000 had been pledged for the 
building fund with 20 per cent having been collected. The building program 
was not carried out. 


The name of the church was changed from West Jefferson Street Church 
of Christ to First Church of Christ, West Jefferson Street, the annual report 
of 1925 reveals. 


The fifty-fifth anniversary of founding of the church was celebrated Oc- 
tober 3, 1926, although November 19 was the founding date. Ninety-two mem- 
bers were added to the church during 1927. Rev. McKim pointed out in his 
report for 1927 that during the four and a half years of his ministry 652 mem- 
bers were added, and eight of the church’s young people were in colleges pre- 
paring for Christian service. The church budget for 1927 was $11,179.50 of 
which $2,000 was for missions. A permanent record of membership was set 
up in February of that year. 


Mrs. Owen Vaught was elected church clerk during the annual meeting 
October 1, 1928, and has served capably in that capacity since. 


Rev. A. P. Wilson accepted a call to become pastor in February, 1929. 


The church voted in May, 1929, to purchase a new organ (the present one) 
at a cost of $3,500 and to enlarge the baptistry and choir loft and redecorate the 
church. The total cost of the organ and repairs was $5,500. The old organ was 
sold for $500. 


The beautiful oak paneling was installed at the front of the sanctuary at 
that time. The baptistry, formerly located in an arch in the wall on the east 
side of the pulpit, was moved to the rear of the choir loft which was elevated 
considerably. 


The church’s residence on the east was prepared for further use as a par- 
sonage during June , 1929. In September, of that year, the trustees were author- 
ized to negotiate for a loan of $12,000 and the board of trustees was increased 
from three to five. A financial report of September, 1929, revealed $6,089.37 
had been raised during the year for a building fund. 


First Church became a Living Link Church by setting aside $1,000 of 
total missionary offerings in November, 1930, for the work of Paul C. Kepple, 
missionary in Mexico. 


Rey. Wilson’s resignation was read and accepted in December, 1933, and 
became effective December 31. Rev. Barton A. Johnson was selected as pastor 
February 4, 1934. 


The church again was redecorated in January, 1936. 
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First Church joined other churches of the denomination in the city in serv- 
ing as hosts to the Disciples of Christ state convention May 17-19, 1937. 


Rev. Johnson's resignation was read and accepted April 10, 1938, effective 
April 24. Rev. E. W. Allen served as interim pastor. Rev. Samuel Joel Burgess 
became pastor July 24, 1938. 


“First Christian Tidings,’ weekly publication, was started October 12, 
1938, and has been distributed since with news of the church’s activities and 
members. 


The church voted down a proposed merger with the First Baptist Church 
in September, 1939. 


The budget for 1940 was set at $6,139.80. A new floor was laid in the 
church social room during that year, and women of the church carpeted it. The 
basement was painted in November, 1940. 


The official board voted in December, 1940, to participate in the Fort 
Wayne Council of Churches, organization of which was completed in February, 
1941. The church has taken an active part in that organization and was the 
first church in Fort Wayne to officially participate. 


An expansion committee was appointed in January, 1941. In April, 1941, 
the Brotherhood’s church extension architect was consulted on plans for a new 
educational building to the east of the church edifice and a $30,000 program 
was recommended. The trustees made application May 4, 1941, to the Church 
Extension Board for a loan of $23,000 and $7,300 was pledged on the proposed 
building. The Church Extension Board approved a loan of $17,500, but the 
building program was dropped and the loan was not obtained. Repairs were 
made on the church property with the money pledged and received. 


Missionary giving from June, 1940, to June, 1941, was $1,861.56. 


First Christian Church participated in a citywide religious census during 
February, 1943. Many members were added as a result of that program. 


Rev. Burgess’ resignation was read and accepted May 30, 1943, effective 
June 6. He resigned to serve the nation as an Army chaplain. The church voted 
to call Rev. Robert T. Beck as pastor October 3, 1943, and Rev. Beck took 
over the work December 19. 


A mortgage of $2,500 was paid off in January, 1944, leaving the church 
debt free. The mortgage was not burned until the third Sunday of March due 
to its delay in arriving from California. 


The parsonage was converted into the Children’s House and was dedi- 
cated March 5, 1944. On March 6, 1944, plans for a new office and a chapel 
were suggested. The office soon afterwards was ready on the balcony of the 
social room, and the chapel room was built under the balcony. The church 
nursery was re-established about the same time. 
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An important function of the church since 1925 has been the church of- 
fice. Accurate records are kept there of finances and general work and life 
of the church. Copy for the weekly paper, “The Tidings,” is prepared in the 
office. Mrs. Owen O. Vaught has served as secretary during the last five 
years. A new filing cabinet has been purchased. 


Adjoining the church office is the pastor's consultation room. 


Since the Chapel has been added it has been the scene of many small 
weddings. Consecration services, including observance of the Lord’s Supper, 
are held in the Chapel. 


An anonymous donor made known in November, 1944, the intention of 
leaving the church $12,000 to $15,000 for an expansion program on condi- 
tion the church raise three-fourths as much for expansion. 


In the last two years the Dollar and More Club has reached an all time 
high of over 140 members who contribute weekly. The weekly receipts of 
the church have increased from $100 to $300. 


A church circulating library was established in the fall of 1944 for the 
purpose of serving all departments of the church. The library has a collection 
of 90 books and pamphlets (mostly books) on religious subjects and 1s in charge 
of Miss Ethel Shroyer. Funds were provided for the library by the Sunday 
School. The cagmmittee named by Miss Sarah Shroyer, chairman of the 
church’s religious education committee, to select books comprised Miss Ethel 
Shroyer, Rev. and Mrs. Robert T. Beck, Joseph M. Fitch and Mrs. Robert 
Hopkins. 


Family Night was established in December, 1944, and has been carried 
on since as a monthly family carry-in dinner and fellowship program in the 
church, 


The church’s budget was $16,552.00 for 1945. 


A resolution dated January 14, 1945, provided for changing the legal 
name of the church to the First Christian Church of Fort Wayne from the 
First Church of Christ, West Jefferson Street, due to confusion resulting in 
assignment of securities to the church and because Church of Christ is used to 
denote churches not co-operating with the Brotherhood known as the Disciples 
of Christ. The name was changed officially in February, 1945, and Articles of 
Reorganization were approved and filed with the Secretary of State October 20, 
1945. 


The reorganization provided for five trustees for three-year terms. The 
first trustees’ board under the reorganization comprised Walter C. Birkhold 
president, Alfred O. Schell, secretary, Calvin F. Durfee, William G. Harroc 
and Herman W. Sigrist. 
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The church at various times through the three-quarters of a century of 
its existence has been known as the Church of Christ, Christian Church, West 
Jefferson Street Church of Christ, West Jefferson Street Christian Church, 
First Church of Christ and the First Christian Church. 


Looking forward to enlargement of the church’s physical facilities to keep 
abreast of the religious and social needs of a fast growing membership, an ex- 
pansion committee has been carrying on for many months. The committee con- 
sists of W. C. Birkhold, chairman, Alexander M. Campbell, secretary, Grant T. 
Munson, A. O. Schell, Rev. Robert T. Beck, H. W. Sigrist, C. F. Durfee, 
Mrs. David Hogg, Mrs. John Leikauf and Ray Barnett. 


Definite progress was made in the expansion program when three rest- 
dential properties on Fairfield Avenue south of the church were purchased in 
1945 for approximately $14,500. Most of that sum was raised in cash and 
pledges. The properties were added to the church’s site to provide ample room 
for new and enlarged church facilities later, or, if the membership wished to 
acquire a different site, to make the present corner more valuable for sale as a 
commercial site. 


Three periods of visitation evangelism, in which more than a hundred 
members participated, resulted in 275 members being received into the church 
since December 24, 1943. Walter C. Birkhold, chairman of evangelism, 
headed this work. 


New hymnals were purchased in March, 1945. 


The church’s colony system was inaugurated in April, 1945. Martin Kim- 
ble was its first director and laid out the colony organization’s master map 
which hangs in the church offices. The city is divided into districts in charge 
of leaders and team workers who are responsible for contacting the entire 
church membership. The colony system has proven highly successful in keep- 
ing the members posted on church activities and in sponsoring more regular 
attendance. Paul Parsons is the present director of this program. 


The most recent men’s organization formed within the church is the Men’s 
Forum started in the fall of 1945 with Alexander M. Campbell, descendant and 
namesake of one of the founders of the Disciples of Christ, as president. The 
Forum, for all men of the church, holds Sunday evening dinner meetings each 
month with outstanding guest speakers. 


The church budget adopted for 1946 was $17,130. Total funds raised 
for all purposes from all organizations of the church during the year ending 
June 30, 1946, was over $24,000. 


Sharing leadership of the church with its pastors have been capable and 
reverent men who as chairmen of the official board have guided the congrega- 
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tion through the stages of progress outlined in this history. A record of board 
chairmen since 1915 is available and follows: 


1916-1918, Capt. W. A. Kelsey; 1919-1920, J. R. Coar; 1921-1922, Wil- 
liam N. Ballou; 1923-1925, Ray Woodhull; 1926, J. R. Coar; 1927, Ray 
Woodhull; 1928, Wilbur O. Foulke; 1929-1932, Ira M. Matthews; 1933, H. 
G. Hiler; 1934, 1935, Frank A. Miller; 1936-1938, George W. Hahn; 1939, 
1940 (first half) Frank A. Miller; 1940 (last half), 1941, 1942 (first half), 
A. O. Schell; 1942 (last half), 1943, Harry G. Hiler, and 1944-1946, A. O. 
Schell. 


Many members of First Christian Church have dedicated their lives in the 
service of the Master as ministers or missionaries. These include Frank Walker, 
Richard Sawtelle, Rev. Perry Updike, John Clark, Rev. Firman McCormick, 
Rey. Harry B. McCormick, Ruth Schoonover, Japanese missionary, Rev. 
Stewart Rodgers, Rev. Kenneth Timmons, Rev. Clausen McKim and Rev. 
Joseph B. Fitch. 


Miss Ella Dyer is a student at Butler University preparing herself for re- 
ligious education work. Thomas Hirschy entered Hiram College this fall to 
prepare himself for the ministry. 


Our church has taken seriously the injunction, “to go into all the world 
and make disciples,” and to visit the “fatherless,” ‘the widow,” and “the or- 
phans.” First Christian Church, from the beginning, has been not only a 
missionary church but a church interested in our benevolent work. For the 
past fifteen years a representative from this church has been on the board of 
the Emily E. Flinn Home for aged women. Mrs. J. R. Coar was our first rep- 
resentative and she was succeeded by Mrs. Owen Vaught. The church con- 
tributes food and clothing to the Emily E. Flinn Home each year and sends a 
large contribution to the home and to the milk fund of the Cleveland Christian 
(Disciples) Home for Children. 


An outstanding event during First Christian Church’s diamond jubilee year 
was ordination of Joseph Bernard Fitch July 7, 1946, as the first ordination con- 
ducted in the church in a number of years. The new minister is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph M. Fitch, prominent members of First Church, and is a product 
of the congregation. An impressive service was held with elders laying hands on 
the candidate following Disciples of Christ tradition. After giving of the charge 
to the candidate by Rev. Robert T. Beck, the new minister delivered a sermon. 
The service was followed by a reception and dinner sponsored by the official 
board. Rev. Fitch is continuing as pastor of the Bardstown, Ky., Christian 
Church. 


Coming as another honor to First Christian Church during its seventy-fifth 
year was election of Rev. Harry McCormick, of Cleveland, O., as president of 
the United Christian Missionary Society at the International Convention in 
Columbus, O. Rev. McCormick entered the service of the Lord from this church. 
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THE MINISTRY 


Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain who built it. Our 
pastors have been men of stature. They were untiring and unselfish. They 
have left us a good heritage. They were men of reverence. They prayed that 
they and we might be lead into all Truth, a prayer we still need for ourselves 
and for those who follow us. They were kind, sacrificed and devoted ex- 
amples for those who follow, in this the greatest work and the greatest cause 
to which we can give ourselves. 


First Christian Church has enjoyed the leadership of many fine ministers 
during its seventy-five years of service. Just to review the names of the splendid 
men who have served the church is to find one of the reasons for its enviable 
position in the community. The following paragraphs and photos will serve to 
recall many incidents in the history of the church. 


JOHN AYLESWORTH 


It was under the leadership of Rev. John Aylesworth, that the first services 
of the church were held, and the ground work laid for the great program 
which has been carried out by the church. The first church building was erected 
during his ministry. 


W. AYLESWORTH 


Rey. Wm. Aylesworth served as 
minister of the church for several years. 
He served as minister of several 
churches in northern Indiana, after 
which he devoted all of his efforts to 
education. In the field of education he 
did a remarkable work. In 1886 he 
was called to be president of Fairfield 
College, and was later called to take 
charge of the Briscoe Chair of Sacred 
Literature at Cotner University. 
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L. L. CARPENTER 


Rev. Leewell L. Carpenter, the 
third minister of First Christian Church 
was a graduate of Bethany College, 
where he received instructions from 
Alexander Campbell. That Brother 
Carpenter was an outstanding minister 
is evidenced by the fact that during his 
life he baptized more than seven thous- 
and people, dedicated nearly 600 
churches, including our own church, and 
raised over $2,000,000 to pay for them. 
Rev. Carpenter was the first presi- 
dent of both the Ohio and Indiana Sun- 
day School Associations. For ten 
years he served as State Sunday School 
Evangelist, and for several years 
served as State Evangelist for the In- 
diana Christian Missionary Society. He 
was one of the founders of the Bethany 
Assembly. 


The fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth ministers of the church 
were: Wm. Gleason, Gilbert Ireland, Thomas Mason, George P. Slade, and 
M. L. Blaney, respectively. Very little information regarding these men is 
available at this time. 
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J. V. UPDIKE 


Rev. J. V. Updike was the ninth 

minister to serve First Christian 

Church. His work here was very suc- 

cessful. He was plain, practical, point- 

ed, and scriptural in his preaching. He 

did not believe in working up excite- 

| ment, but in preaching the gospel with 

; all his might. Rev. Updike was a suc- 

cessful evanagelist, it is said that more 

. than thirty thousand were baptized in 
meetings he conducted. 


GEORGE H. SIMS 


Rev. George H. Sims served First 
Christian Church as its tenth minister. 
During the ministry of Rev. Sims, the 
membership of the church was doubled, 
debts were all paid and a parsonage 
secured. 


PERRY J. RICE 


The eleventh minister to serve 
First Christian Church was Rev. Perry 
J. Rice who began his ministry in 1893. 
Rev. Rice served the church well and 
it was under his direction that the pres- 
ent building was erected and dedicated 
in 1896 and 1897. He also edited and 
published the “Church of Christ An- 
nouncements’, a weekly paper pub- 
lished by the church beginning Septem- 
ber 17, 1897. During his ministry, the 
church was incorporated under the laws 
of Indiana as the “West Jefferson 
Street Church of Christ’. More than 
three hundred persons became mem- 
bers of the church during his ministry. 
He now resides at Southgate, Calif. 


EDGAR W. ALLEN 


Chris- 


Allen came to 


tian Church as its twelfth minister in 
1900 and served the church well for 
five years. Much was accomplished 
during this ministry and his work will 
long be remembered. He resigned his 
charge here in 1905, and was recalled to 
serve as interim pastor from April 24, 
1938 until July 24, 1938. 


It was largely through the efforts 
of Rev. Allen that the East Creighton 
Avenue Church of Christ was built. 


RAY Ov MILLER 


Rev. Ray O. Miller became the thirteenth munuister of First Christian 
Church in 1906. Rev. Miller was a progressive minister and during his min- 
istry, a church directory was published. He concluded his work in Fort Wayne 
in 1908. 


EARL MARION TODD 


The fourteenth minister called by the church was Rev. Earl Marion Todd, 
who served the church for five years. Rev. Todd resigned in 1913. 


O. E. TOMES 


Rev. O. E. Tomes was called to be 
the fifteenth minister of First Christian 
Church in 1913. During his ministry, 
many improvements were made to the 
physical properties of the church, in- 
cluding the installation of a pipe or- 
gan. Many improvements were also 
made in the church school by Rev. 
Tomes. He ended his ministry at the 
church on January 6, 1918. 
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IRA L. PARVIN 


The sixteenth minister of the 
church was Rev. Ira L. Parvin who ac- 
cepted a call to Fort Wayne in 1918. 
During his ministry many more im- 
provements were made, and his fine 
spirit was a great comfort to many 
during the trying years of World War 
I. He ended his ministry in 1923. 


E. A. McKIM 


Rev. E. A. McKim became the seventeenth minister to serve the church 
on June 24, 1923. During his ministry, six hundred and fifty-two members 
were added to the church, and in 1922, two thousand dollars was raised for 
the world work of the church. Rev. McKim ended his ministry at the church 
in 1928. 
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A. P. WILSON 


In February, 1929, Rev. A. P. Wil- 
son became the eighteenth minister to 
serve First Christian Church. During 
the ministry of Rev. Wilson, the in- 
terior of the church was modernized, 
a new organ was purchased, the entire 
front of the sanctuary remodeled, and 
the church redecorated. Rev. Wilson 
inaugurated and was executive secre- 
tary of the “Annual Disciple Day” 
meeting, in which all the churches of 
the brotherhood in the county, took 
part. Rev. Wailson’s ministry was 
ended on December 31, 1933, when he 
accepted a call to become minister of 
Columbia Heights Christian Church at 
Washington, D. C. He is now minister 
of the First Christian Church at Char- 
lotte, North Carolina. 


BARTON A. JOHNSON 


Rev. Barton A. Johnson began his 
work as the nineteenth minister of the 
church on February 4, 1934. During his 
ministry, Rev. Johnson made many life- 
long friends, a large part of his time 
being devoted to calling on members 
of the church and prospective members. 
While he was minister, the church was 
redecorated. Many new members were 
added to the church through his untir- 
ing efforts. Rev. Johnson concluded his 
work here on April 24, 1938, when he 
accepted a call from the church at 
Springfield, Missouri. He is now min- 
ister of the church in Covington, Ken- 
tucky. 


Za 


SAMUEL JOEL BURGESS 


Rev. Samuel Joel Burgess became 
the twentieth minister of First Chris- 
tian Church on July 24, 1938. He in- 
augurated our church paper, ‘First 
Christian Tidings’. Rev. Burgess felt 
the keen need for additional Church 
School facilities, and developed plans 
for a new educational building to be 
built directly east of the church build- 
ing. These plans were abandoned 
because of World War II. Rev. 
Burgess was instrumental in organizing 
the Fort Wayne Council of Churches, 
and First Christian was the first church 
to officially become a member of the 
council. Rev. Burgess resigned his 
pastorate here on May 30, 1943, to 
become a Chaplain in the U. S. Army. 
He is now stationed at Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia. 


“What went ye out to see? A Prophet?” — Luke 
AT YOUR VOICE 


Panic, despair, flee away. 

Ye move through the ranks, recall 
The stragglers, refresh the outworn, 
Praise, re-inspire the brave! 

Order, courage return. 

Eyes rekindling, and prayers, 
Follow your steps as ye go. 

Ye fill up the gaps in our files, 
Strengthen the wavering line, 
Stablish, continue our march, 

On, to the bound of waste 

On, to the city of God. —Matthew Arnold. 
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OUR CHURCH TODAY 


The present church building standing at the corner of Jefferson Street and 
Fairfield Avenue was dedicated on September 20, 1897. Since that time services 
have been held in it every Sunday, and it has been the center of all of the 
church’s activities. Records indicate that the Lord’s Supper has been celebrated 
every Sunday. 


One of the outstanding features of the building is its beautiful stained 
glass windows, which are lighted every night and which have attracted the at- 
tention of every one who passes by. At the bottom of many of the windows will 
be found the names of early members and friends of the church, whose efforts 
and generosity made possible the erection of this building. 
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REV. AND MRS. ROBERT T. BECK 


On December 19, 1943, Rev. Robert Talmage Beck, our present minister. 
became the twenty-first minister of First Christian Church. A consistent pro- 
gram of personal evangelism conducted by Rev. Beck, has brought an average 
of one hundred new members into the church during each year of his ministry. 
He has strengthened the financial program of the church, and looks forward 
to a large expansion program. During the first year of his ministry, the Chil- 
dren’s House was prepared as a meeting place for all of the children’s classes, 
as well as to provide a nursery for small children during the church service. 
A new office and the Victory Chapel were built early in 1944 under his 
direction. 


Our pastor has been active in Brotherhood causes and local religious and 
civic affairs. He is a member of the Indiana Commission on Christian Educa- 
tion. He was a member of the Committee of the Associated Churches that in- 
troduced week-day religious education in the public schools of this city. He ts 
chairman of the Comity Committee of the Associated Churches. He has 
spoken before college and university groups and is a frequent contributor to 
religious journals. 

Presiding over the minister's home is his wife. Mrs. Beck is a past-presi- 
dent of the Indiana Christian Ministers’ Wives Association and is the newly 
elected president of the Wives of the Ministers of Fort Wayne. Mr. and Mrs. 
Beck have one daughter, Martha Jeannette, who is seven years of age. 
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OUR MINISTER ABROAD 


“You, therefore must go out, making disciples of all nations, and baptiz- 
ing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all the commandments which I have given you. And 
behold I am with you all through the days that are coming, until the consum- 
mation of the world.” 


PAL Gok EBPPER 


Paul C. Kepple, Missionary and 
Religious Educator in Mexico, sent out 
by the United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety of the Disciples of Christ, became 
the Living Link Missionary of First 
Christian Church in 1930, during the 
ministry of Rev. A. P. Wilson. At the 
time of his adoption by First Christian, 
he was located in San Lois Potosi, Mex- 
ico. Later he was sent to Aguascalientes 
to help carry on the work there. Under 
his able direction, the Mission Station 
has grown. He has established a much 
needed Maternity hospital at Aguas- 
calientes and First Christian gave $105 
for the purchase of an oxygen tent for 
this institution. 


- 


Mr. Kepple is now negotiating 
for a plot of ground on which to build 
a Christian Chapel at Pabelon, Mexico, 
and the members of First Christian 
Church have given the first gift of 
money toward the building of this 
Chapel. 
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WORSHIP 
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It might be said that the Disciples of Christ was born, as a Communion, 
at the Lord’s Table. 


We read in the Gospel concerning Jesus that, “as he was praying, the 
fashion of His countenance was altered.’’ Worship did something for Jesus. 
Evidently when our Fathers were worshipping about the Lord’s Table, the 
fashion of their hearts was changed and they grasped the larger meaning of 
His church. 


When we meet on Sunday, we meet not only to hear our beloved pastor. 
but with him, we come to fellowship in worship in the spirit of our Lord and 
Master about His table. 


Our Fathers thought Christ’s invitation was open and that He intended 
that none should be excluded from His table. From such a worship service 
came the call that all Christians unite. 


Little wonder that the Communion on Sunday has come to mean so much 
to the individual Christian. About the Communion table we see expressed many 
of the principles for which we stand. The Elders participating with the Min- 
ister speaks of our belief in the equality of all worshippers. The central loca- 
tion of the Table silently declares that Christ is all in all to us. The open invi- 
tation at the conclusion expresses our conviction that Christ meant what He said 
when He cried, “Whosoever will may come.” 
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It has been said that the services of the church are nowadays subjected to 
such competition as heretofore was never known. Your own experience and 
imagination have furnished many examples. But the church has no competition 
in the conduct of religious services. Religion’s unique function 1s worship. 
When reverently, intelligently and beautifully conducted, worship can win 
more people than the lesser things can lure away. 


Men need to worship. Think for a moment to what worship can min- 
ister. It can minister to our need of a common religious experience in fellow- 
ship of Christians. It can minister to our sense of spiritual joy. It can minister to 
our quest for deepening insights. It can minister to our need for a renewal of 
faith and visions, to our craving for comfort. It can give opportunity to our 
need for confession of our sins and our forgiveness of them. It can minister to 
our rededication to God and our tasks. 


Every Sunday through the printed forms and guides to worship, through 
great hymns that are sung, through the offering of vocal and instrumental 
music, through antiphonal responses, through prayer, through meditation, 
silent and spoken. Our horizons are enlarged, our loyalties quickened and we 
are drawn together before God. We feel our fellowship with all the good that 
has graced the earth living and dead; and as we repent we feel the burdens of 
life lifted in the foregiveness which has been promised to penitent believers. 


Often our worship services are followed by the enlarging of our local 
fellowship through transfer of membership or confession of faith. Often, too, 
such who confess are immediately baptized. This is also worship. We feel our- 
selves a part of the great program of Christ to redeem the earth, that His King- 
dom may come and His will be done. 


He who neglects worship, neglects man’s greatest need, and slights the 
invitation of Christ to meet about His Table. He who worships in spirit and in 
truth brings something to God, an humble and a contrite heart, and find that 
God is accessible, a present help, an abiding presence and the answer of man’s 
deepest need. 
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THE MINISTRY OF MUSIC 


THE CHOIR 


At left: Mrs. Robert C. M. Scott, organist 


Bottom row, left to right: Gayle Scott, Marjorie Sutton, director, Mrs. Dale Hiler, Carol Wil- 
son, Mrs. Eva Mosier, Anita Fitch, Mrs. Pauline Horn, Doris Sweeney, Mrs. Fred Wilson. 


Top row, left to right: Margaret Powers, Henrietta Kissinger, J. M. Fitch, Owen Vaught, 
Collins Mannan, M. C. Halleck, Ward Bundy, Virginia Ragan, Betty Ragan. 


Music has always had an important place in the program of both the 
= . . 
church and the church school. Probably a melodeon was one of the first musical 
instruments used in the worship service, and Margaret Swayne who played 
it is listed among the first members of the church. 


As music is made an important part of worship, hymns are always selected 
with the greatest care so that they will become a definite part of the worship 
service. Our hymnals contain hymns for every occasion, many being the old 
favorites. Congregational singing has always been a beautiful and essential 
part of our worship. 


Many fine soloists, both vocal and instrumental, have served the church. 
Frequently, guest soloists have a part in the worship program and have added 
much to the inspiration of the service. 


30 


The choir presents carefully prepared anthems of the finest compositions. 
At Easter and Christmas time, they usually render especially prepared musical 
programs. 


Many fine solos have been presented by Mrs. Robert C. M. Scott, our or- 
ganist. An organ prelude begins every service, and helps to provide the atmos- 
phere of worship, and a period of meditation and reverence. The solo work of 
Mrs. Scott in this part of the worship service is appreciated by all. 


During the past seventy-five years, many persons have contributed of 
their talents and time to make good music an inspiring part of our worship 
service. The Church has always had many outstanding choir directors, organ- 
ists and soloists. Among the organists who have served the church are: Mrs. 
Etta Shell, Mrs. Leah Cohen Malay, Leslie Jacobs, Miss Georgia Worth, Miss 
Irene Parvin, Miss Grace Prince, M. Richard Steury, Miss Lola Gerber, Miss 
Vera Sessler, and Mrs. Robert C. M. Scott, our present organist. Mrs. Scott 
became organist in 1925 and has served in that capacity ever since. 


The available names of choir directors who have served during the last 
thirty-five years are Miss Flora Todd, Miss Hazel Stanley, I. H. Freeman, 
Prof. A. C. Gerber, Mrs. Monica Mast Boggs, Joseph Bannister, Mr. Taflinger, 
Professor Goodrich, Rev. A. P. Wilson, George Bush, Mrs. Guy M. Abbott, 
Mrs. Barton A. Johnson, Mr. Jordan, D. Oswald Jones, Gerald Miller, Lester 
Doell, Loren Yaggy, and Miss Marjorie Sutton, the present director. 


Prof. J. C. Cafaro was engaged to conduct a Sunday School orchestra 
early during 1925. The church for several years enjoyed music by a mixed 
quartet comprised of Guy Smith, bass and director, Mrs. Marie Salisbury, so- 
prano, Mrs. Guy Smith, contralto, and Fred Zimmerle, tenor. For the remainder 
of the time during the last thirty-five years, a chorus choir has served the 
church. 


Special musical programs were presented on Sunday nights each six weeks 
during Mrs. Boggs’ service as choir director. During the more recent service of 
Mrs. Abbott, a choir of thirty voices sang “The Holy City” assisted by an 
antiphonal choir of young people. 
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ORDINATION 


The Ordination of Rev. Joseph B. Fitch 


On July 7, 1946, as a part of the Seventh-fifth Anniversary program, Rev. 
Joseph B. Fitch was ordained to the Christian Ministry of the Disciples of 
Christ, according to the Apostolic Tradition by the laying on of hands. Rey. 
Robert T. Beck read the charge to the new minister. The Ordination Service 
was followed by a reception for Rev. Fitch. 


First Christian Church ts proud of the ministers who have gone forth 
from its membership. These include: Rev. Perry Updike, Rev. Firman Mc 
Cormick, Rey. Harry B. McCormick, Rev. Stewart Rodgers, Rev. Kenneth 
Timmons, Rey. Clausen McKim, and Rev. Joseph B. Fitch. 


THE CHURCH SCHOOL 


The Church School of First Christian Church was started at about the 
same time as the church and its growth and progress have been linked closely 
throughout the years with development of the church. The Sunday School's 
highest average attendance throughout any year now on record was nearly 
four hundred. 


A record of earlier superintendents is unavailable but many conscientious 
persons have labored in that important capacity. Former Judge William Bal- 
lou was superintendent about 1910, and Ray Woodhull served in the office in 
1897 and 1898. Superintendents since 1917 have been as follows: 


H. H. Halverson, 1917; D. F. Frysinger, 1918; V. R. Newland, 1919; 
C. M. Smith, 1920, 1921; P. D. Pointer, 1922; Ralph O. Virts, 1923, 1924; D. 
Bevbrysinget 125" W @:-Foulke, 1926;©0. G. Fields, 1927,1928; Ralph 
O. Virts, 1929-1934; A. O. Schell, 1935-1939; Mrs. Fred Hilker, 1940; Rob- 
ert Clipp, 1941 to 1943; Don L. Crouse, 1944, 1945, and Dale Parkerson, 
1946. 


Assistant superintendents on record since 1920 follow: H. C. Bradley, 
W. O. Foulke, R. B. Collins, Paul Reese, LeRoy Miller, John F. Davis, A. O. 
Schell, R. L. Wells, Merle Morkoetter, Earl Beyerlein, Robert Clipp, H. E. 
Adams and Bert W. Leversee. 


One of the largest Sunday School classes during an earlier era of the Sun- 
day School was the Loyal Workers Class organized about January 1, 1914, 
with Ira Matthews as first president and with Mrs. J. E. Broxon as teacher. 
The class grew so rapidly that by 1919 it had a membership of 100 or more. 
About 1927 the class divided and about half of its personnel left to start what 
now is the Central Church of Christ. 


An expanded session of the Sunday School was started in 1943 by Mrs. 
Charles E. Dare and the Junior Department teachers. 


The Nursery, Kindergarten, Primary, Junior and Intermediate depart- 
ments have been housed in the Children’s House since the building was pre- 
pared for that purpose early in 1944. Children of nursery, kindergarten and 
primary ages are cared for in the Children’s House while their parents attend 
church services. The Nursery Department conducted during church services is 
headed by Mrs. John C. Gerrard. 


MEN’S CLASS 


THE MEN’S CLASS 


Bottom row, left to right: C. A. Lehneke, E. R. Baker, Owen Vaught, Charles D. Dilts, 
teacher, Walter Birkhold, Wilson Rousseau, C. F. Durfee. 

Top row, left to right: J. M. Fitch, Albert Egly, J. E. Tracey, Rev. Robert T. Beck, G. C. 
Cahow, J. W. Haffner, Ward Bundy. 

The Men’s Bible Class is believed by older members of the class to have 
been organized shortly after the founding of the church three quarters of a 
century ago, although no definite records are available to verify this claim. It ts 
an established fact, however, that a men’s class had been organized long before 
the existing records indicate, as such men as Capt. William Kelsey, Ray Wood- 
hull, Charles Miller, Henry Leikauf, Samuel Dunbar, Mr. Lakey, Mr. Teeters, 
and Dr. Calvin were at one time members of this class. 


Prof. Cyrus Young led the class in a series of studies on social problems 
about 1912 or 1913. J. R. Coar was teacher of the class from approximately 
1915 to 1917. 


About 1930, during the ministry of Rev. A. P. Wilson, the class was re- 
organized and enlarged. At that time the class chose the name “John Ayles- 
worth Memorial Class” as its name, in honor of the first minister of the church. 
Ira L. Matthews was elected president of the class at that time, and Rev. Wil- 
son served as teacher. This reorganization, which included an all around social 
program, brought about a renewed interest in the class, and it grew steadily 
under the new plan. 

(Continued on Page 61) 
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THE LADIES BIBLE CLASS 


Bottom row, left to right: Mrs. J. Z. Berlein, Mrs. Frank Rogers, Mrs. Emily Lohman, Mrs. 
Margaret Owen, Mrs. Mary Barnett, Mrs. F. H. Hobbs, Mrs. Wm. Hilbish, Mrs. C. F. Durfee. 


Top row, left to right: Mrs. O. G. Schell, Mrs. Flora Virts, Mrs. Jessie Richwine, Mrs. Frank 
Frame, Mrs. Charles D. Dilts, Mrs. Ella King, Mrs. Rhoda Depotty, Mrs. Ellen Buchanan, Mrs. 
Wm. Coblentz. 


In 1906 a group of ladies met at the home of Mrs. Norval Gorham, and 
organized the Ladies Bible Class with an enrollment of ninety-nine members. 
Mrs. Barton was selected as the first teacher of the class. 


Although, this class has always taken an active part in the affairs of the 
church and church school, its activities have not been restricted to our own 
church, but it has on many occasions contributed to the advancement of other 
worthy organizations. When the Fort Wayne Y.W.C.A. began its new build- 
ing, the class subscribed generously to that project. It also provided a nice do- 
nation to the Wheatley Center for Colored People. Frequent donations have 
been made to the W.C.T.U. It has always generously supported both the 
foreign and home missionary programs of the church. 


For many years the class had charge of the Home Department of the 
Church School, calling each month on all those who were unable, because of 
illness, to attend church, delivering a copy of the “Home Quarterly” to these 


folks. 
(Continued on Page 61) 
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THE FRIENDLY CLASS 


Bottom row, left to right: Mrs. Iva Ostrander, Mrs. H. W. Sigrist, Mrs. Eva Mosier, Mrs. 
Robert C. M. Scott, Mrs. Hildred Favory, Mrs. Elmore Schlatter, Mrs. Anna Robinson, Mrs. Edith 
Siples, Mrs. Geo. Frost. 


Top row, left to right: Mrs. W. L. Braden, Mrs. Merland G. Heller, Mrs. Mary Wagner, Mrs. 
C. R. McMakin, Mrs. Guy Drewett, Mrs. Ruth Anderson, Mrs. Grover Cahow, Mrs. Myrtle Strout. 


The Friendly Bible Class was organized in 1929, during the ministry of 
Rev. A. P. Wilson. At that time, a mixed class, taught for many years by Mr. 
D. F. Frisinger, was divided into two classes, a women’s class and a men’s 
class. The ladies chose the name “The Friendly Bible Class” and selected Mrs. 
Robert C. M. Scott as the first teacher. Mrs. Scott has served in that capacity 
ever since the class was organized, and has been assisted by Mrs. H. W. Sigrist, 
Mrs. J. W. Haffner, and Mr. Hugh Rice. 


It has always taken an active part in the missionary work of the church, 
its average budget for missions being sixty dollars per year. For many years 
it has provided clothing and gifts for one of the boys in the Cleveland Chris- 
tian Children’s Home, and frequently sends gifts to the Emily Flinn Home for 
Aged Women at Marion, Indiaana. 


The class has supplied many teachers for the church school, and several 
of its members have served on the official board having been elected to the 
office of Deaconess. 


Present officers of the class are: president, Mrs. Irene Kissinger; vice 
president, Mrs. Guy Drewett; recording secretary, Mrs. W. H. Imbody, and en- 
rollment secretary, Mrs. Wagner. Mrs. Robert C. M. Scott is teacher of the 
class, and Mr. Hugh Rice, assistant teacher. 
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LEE LOYAL REAPERS: GUASS 


DHE SLOYAL REAPERS: GLASS 


Bottom row, left to right: Mrs. Ruth Braun, Leah Miller, Pearl Heidecker, Mrs. George Meyers, 
Mrs. Naomi Baker, Edna Saxon. 


Top row, left to right: Mrs. Alma Beck, Reathel Pettit, Flo Gilmore, Mrs. Emma Smith, Emma 
Crabill. 


On July 6, 1911, Mrs. Charles Gross entertained Miss Eulalee Clark, 
Miss Edith Colby, Miss Lula Michael, and Miss Hazel Kelsey at her home. 
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the need for a church school class for 
young women over high school age, and it was at this meeting that the class 
was formally organized. Miss Edith Colby was elected president, and Mrs. 
Gross was selected to serve as teacher. The name “‘Reapers’’ was selected as the 
class name, but was later changed to “Loyal Reapers’. Eight young women 
were present at the first regular Sunday class session. 


Under the direction of Mrs. Gross, the class grew steadily, and had reached 
an enrollment of fifty-three in 1915, when Mrs. Gross was forced to quit 
teaching because of poor health. Mrs. George (Mother) Meyers was selected as 
teacher to succeed Mrs. Gross and continued faithfully in that capacity until 
1932, when she too was forced to resign because of poor health. She was suc- 
ceeded by Mrs. Tom Scott who continued as teacher until she left the city. Mr. 
J. R. (Pop) Coar was then chosen as teacher, and served until 1942 when he too 
moved from Fort Wayne, at which time Miss Fay Woodhull was chosen as 


teacher and Miss Leah Miller as assistant teacher. 
(Continued on Page 61) 
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THE PROGRESSIVE CLASS 


THE PROGRESSIVE CLASS 


Bottom row, left to right: Mrs. Geo. King, Mrs. J. C. Gerrard, Mrs. H. Roberts, Mrs. Paul 
Whitton, Mrs. Ray Barnett, Arza Smith, Arthur Davis, Mrs. A. O. Schell, A. O. Schell, teacher, 
Mrs. Irene Cline, Visitor, Mrs. Delmas Young, Mrs. Earl Fusselman, Harold Bowker, Mrs. Harold 
Bowker, Visitor, Mrs. J. C. Varner. 

Middle row, left to right: Visitor, Visitor, Visitor, Mrs. Lawrence Sentman, Mrs. J. Frederick 
Smell, Mrs. Henry Flowers, Mrs. Arthur Davis, Mrs. Hugh Rice, Mrs. Robert Clipp, Mrs. Beverly 
Johnston, Mrs. Odella Garnette, Mrs. Dale Hiler, Mrs. R. K. Schrecongost, Mrs. Clayton Yoquelet, 
Mrs. Vaughn Brickley, Mrs. John Davis, Mrs. Ansil Gaskill, Visitor, Mrs. M. E. Duncan. 

Top row, left to right: M. Worthington, John C. Varner, Earl Fusselman, Lawrence Sentman, 
J. Frederick Smell, Kenneth Sefton, Henry Flowers, Hugh Rice, Delmas Young, Visitor, Dale Hiler, 
R. K. Schrecongost, Clayton Yoquelet, Vaughn Brickley, Ray Barnett, Paul Whitton. 


The Progressive Class was originally organized as a mixed class of young 
married people, by seventeen couples from the C. E., in 1917, with Dr. I. W. 
Ditton as its first teacher, and Ralph Virts as its first president. 


Among the charter members of the class were: Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Fitch, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Virts, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Craig, Mr. and Mrs. Ray 
Drewett, Mr. and Mrs. Leo Miller, Mr. and Mrs. Owen Vaught, Mr. and 
Mrs. Guy Drewett, and others. 


The class met regularly and increased in enrollment and attendance. Its 
program was well planned and all members took an enthusiastic interest in it. 
The social meetings of the class are the basis for many happy recollections. 


In 1929 the members of the class decided that the best interests of the 
church would be served by their advancing to the other adult classes of the 
church school, at which time the members transferred to the Men’s Class, the 
Friendly Class, and the Loyal Reapers Class. 

Reorganized as a mixed class, of husbands and wives, on October 23, 1931, 
the Progressive Class has been one of the outstanding classes of our church 

(Continued on Page 62) 
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THE COME DOUBLE CLASS 


THE COME DOUBLE CLASS 


Bottom row, left to right: Mrs. Myron Cole, Mrs. Don Eyer, Mrs. Stanley Cole, Mrs. Kenneth 
Miller, Mrs. Harold Adams, Mrs. Wm. Carlisle. 


Top row, left to right: Myron Cole, Steadman Fountain, John Davis, teacher, Kenneth Miller, 
Harold Adams, Stanley Cole, Wm. Carlisle. 


The Come Double class is the newest class in our church school having 
been organized in June, 1946. This class consists largely of World War II vet- 
erans and their wives, and was organized as a part of our Diamond Jubilee 
program to provide a mixed class for the younger married folks. The organt- 
zation was effected during a weiner bake held in Foster Park. 


This class enjoys regular social and business meetings, and meets each 
Sunday for its regular study session, at which the principal topic of study is 
“The Development of the Christian Home.” 


The first study sessions were held in the east choir room, which soon be- 
came crowded due to the rapid growth the class, which now has thirty mem- 
bers enrolled. At the present time, the class meets for study sessions in the base- 
ment of the church. 


The officers of the class are: president, Mrs. Pauline Eyer; vice president, 
Mrs. Wilda Miller; secretary-treasurer, Mrs. Martha Cole. Mr. John Davis 1s 
the teacher. 


THE LA KODA CLASS 


Bottom row, left to right: Harold Martin, Adoria Waters, Kathryn Lucas, Gene Sweeney, 
Donald Miller. 

Top row, left to right: Virginia Ragan, George Argerbright, Marion C. Halleck, Thomas 
Hirschy, Nelson Lucas, Henrietta Kissinger. 

The La Koda Class was organized in 1913 as a class of young men, with 
Judge Wm. N. Ballou as teacher and Glenn Smiley as assistant teacher. The 
class was organized at the home of Mr. E. E. Virts, and Ralph Virts was select- 
ed as the first class president. The class at that time enjoyed a large attendance 
often having as many as eighty present at the class session. In 1921 Charles D. 
Dilts was selected as teacher and taught the class until 1925. 

The name La Koda (meaning friends) was selected as the name of the 
class, and many enduring friendships were made. The class often took hikes 
into the woods, or traveled to the nearby lakes, where they would enjoy the 
pleasures of camping and worshipping in the great outdoors. 

At about this same time a class of young women was organized selecting 
Miss Ollie Swineheart as teacher. This class chose the name “Do-Shi-Ki” (a 
Japanese word meaning friendship). Mrs. Shidler succeeded Miss Swineheart 
as teacher and served until June 1919 when Mrs. Robert C. M. Scott succeeded 
her. Mrs. Scott served as teacher until 1925. Mrs. C. B. Smith and Mrs. S. R. 
Weirich also served as teachers for short intervals. 


(Continued on Page 63) 
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THE HIGH SCHOOL CLASS 


THE HIGH SCHOOL“«CLASS 


Bottom row, left to right: Jeanette Drewett, Mildred Bingham, Betty Treager, Martha Ellen 
Dilts, Mildred Martin, Virginia Dare. 

Middle row, left to right: Lois Jane Miller, Marilyn Richard, Marlene Gaskill, Margaret 
Powers, Betty Ragan. 


Top row, left to right: Rex Finton, Leonard Horn, Dale Parkerson, teacher, Don Miller, Jack 
Brickley, Lowell Dare. 


The High School Class was organized about 1929 by Rev. A. P. Wilson, 
as a mixed class of boys and girls of high school age, and continued as such 
until it became large enough to be divided into two classes, a boys’ class and 
a girls’ class. 


Mrs. Fred Hilker was selected as teacher of the Girls High School Class 
and it was under her direction that the class became one of the largest church 
school classes of high school girls in the city. Considerable emphasis was given 
to the world wide program of the church, and the Mae Coar Circle, a mission- 
ary auxilliary, was organized as a project of this class. 


The Boys High School class was taught by Mr. Harold Kuckuck for sev- 
eral years, and while it did not increase in size as rapidly as the girls class, it 


(Continued on Page 64) 


41 


THE CHILDREN’S HOUSE 


After having served for many years as a parsonage, the house immediately 
east of the church was redecorated and equipped to provide class rooms for 
the Beginners, Primary, Junior, and Intermediate departments of the church 
school. 


This building was dedicated as the Children’s House on March 5, 1944. 


JUNIOR, INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENTS 


The Junior and Intermediate departments of the Sunday School have met 
in the Children’s House since it was opened early in 1944. Children in the de- 
partments range in ages from nine to 14 years. Mrs. Robert T. Beck is super- 
intendent. 


Mrs. Bert W. Leversee is teacher of the First Year Junior Class. The 
Second and Third Year Junior Class ts taught by Delmas Young and Mrs. 
Henry M. Flowers. 


The Intermediate Class is taught by Mrs. David Hogg. 


Rev. O. E. Tomes, about 1917, was the first to inaugurate the graded 
system in the Junior and Intermediate departments. There then were five classes 
with a total of 50 to 60 children meeting in what now is the church social 
room. Mrs. H. W. Sigrist served as first superintendent of the Junior De- 
partment and Mrs. Grover Cahow as secretary-treasurer. 
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BEGINNERS-PRIMARY DEPARTMENT 


Primary Classes 
The first and second year Primary classes comprised of children six and 
seven years old have been combined into one class. Mrs. William Crouse is 
teacher of the class, and Mrs. Charles Pennington is assistant. The third year 
Primary is taught by Mrs. Delmas Young and Mrs. Earl Fusselman. 


Beginners Class 


Mrs. Harold E. Roberts is teacher of the Beginners Class. The class con- 
sists of first year children four years old and of second year children of five, 
the two classes having been merged. 


NURSERY DEPARTMENT 


The Nursery Department was organized in 1935. The department has 
occupied specially arranged quarters on the second floor of the Children’s 
House since the Children’s House was opened in March, 1944. The Nursery 
Class was formed for children from two to four years of age. 


Mrs. James Hirschy is superintendent of the Nursery Department, and 
Mrs. Dale Parkerson is assistant. The nursery is used during both Sunday 
School and Church services and provides an excellent means of relieving par- 
ents of responsibility for their small children during the services. Through 
arrangements made regularly by Mrs. John C. Gerrard, Sunday School teachers 
and other mothers alternate in taking care of the children during church serv- 
ices. Beds are available for infants. 
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THE PASTOR'S CLASS 


Each year just before Easter our Pastor gives opportunity for boys and 
girls to meet with him to study the meaning of Church membership. This study 
covers a period of six days before Palm Sunday. In this study the history and 
meaning of the ordinances are discussed. The history and Plea of the Disciples 
of Christ are presented. Personal religious living including the reading of the 
Bible, the meaning of Prayer, and Christian Service are portrayed by handwork 
and through stories of Religious Personalities of this generation and ancient 
times. 


No pressure is put on a young person to make a decision. If he does so, the 
whole matter of Confession and baptism and the Christian Life in the Church 
is reverently pictured. Many of our young people are coming into Church 
membership through this process. This last year the class was taught by our 
minister's wife, Mrs. Robert T. Beck. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


Serving as another highlight of First Christian Church’s seventy-fifth an- 
niversary year was the Vacation Bible School held from June 10 to 24, 1946, 
with Mrs. Delmas Young in charge. Fifty pupils were enrolled, the daily at- 
tendance was good and the children showed much interest. 


The school was divided into worship, study and constructive periods. The 
Beginners studied ‘The Wonders of the World’ with Mrs. Dale Hiler and 
Mrs. Edwin Geerkin as teachers. The Primary group studied ‘“The Good Shep- 
herd” and had soap carving and belt making as handiwork. They were taught 
by Mrs. Earl Fusselman and Mrs. Robert Truelove. The Juniors studied “The 
World Family.” Their project was working out a poster on feeding children 
of the world, and they had painting as their handiwork. The teachers were 
Mrs. Robert Beck, Mrs. Bert Leversee and Mrs. Henry Flowers. 


A worship period was conducted at start of each day by Mrs. Young 
and Rev. Robert T. Beck. The pupils presented a program upon close of the 
school, and parents and others viewed exhibits of work done. 


The church’s first Vacation Bible School was held in 1944 with Mrs. 
Lynn Miller in charge. Teachers for the 1945 school were Mrs. Dale Hiler, 
Mrs. Delmas Young, Rev. Beck, Miss Anita Fitch, Mrs. Kenneth Lytle, Mrs. 
J. Frederic Smell and Mrs. Herschel Bailey. 


47 


THE OFFICIARY 


THE OFFICIARY 


Bottom row, left to right: Mrs. Owen Vaught, John Davis, Mrs. John Davis, Walter Birk- 
hold, Mrs. Walter Birkhold, Mrs. David Hogg, Mrs. Merland Heller, Harry Hiler, Herman Sigrist, 
Don Eyer, Carl Wright, Harold Pritchard. 


Middle row, left to right: Alfred O. Schell, chairman, Rev. Robert T. Beck, minister, Paul Par- 
sons, Grant Munson, Alexander Campbell, Miss Sarah Shroyer, W. M. Moffitt, J. Fred Reithmiller, 
Myron Cole, Delmas Young, Henry Flowers, Clay Orchard, Chester Follis, Robert Clipp. 


Top row, left to right: Arthur Davis, Owen Vaught, Glenn Miller, Bertram Leversee, J. M. 
Fitch, Eppie Baker, Preston Somers, Merland Heller, Dempsey Weaver, Wayne Rousseau, Chas. 
Young, Kenneth Lytle, Dale Hiler, C. F. Durfee. 


The Officiary of the church is made up of the minister and all of the 
elected officers of the church, and is frequently referred to as the official 
board. Its duties and responsibilities are many. In general it is this body that 
formulates church policy and makes the necessary recommendations to the con- 
gregation. 


Responsibilities in administration are delegated to various committees, the 
chairmen of which are selected from the elected officers of the church, thus 
the responsibility of administering the church affairs is always left in the hands 
of regularly elected church officers. 


Most church officers are elected for a term of three years, and after serv- 
ing a term of office cannot be re-elected to the same office for a period of one 
year. This method of rotating officers makes it impossible for any one group 
of people to perpetuate themselves in office, and serves to bring new ideas into 
the church program each year. 


Elected officers of the church meet on the first Sunday following election 
to elect a chairman and other board officers. Present board officers are: chair- 
man, Alfred O. Schell, vice-chairman, Clay Orchard, clerk, Edna Vaught. 
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Myron Cole, Chairman 
W. C. Birkhold 

Ray Barnett 

Harry G. Hiler 


Arthur Davis, Chairman 
Merland Heller 
Wm. Crouse 
Harold Bowker 
Romane Cole 
Fred Wilson 
Carl Wright 
Wm. E. Tracy 
Glenn Miller 
Arza Smith 

F. W. Rousseau 


THE OFFICIARY 
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Alfred O. Schell, Chairman 
Clay Orchard, Vice chairman 
Mrs. Owen Vaught, Clerk 


BOARD OF ELDERS 


B. W. Leversee 

J. F. Riethmiller 
Dale Parkerson 

John F. Davis 


BOARD OF DEACONS 


L. M. Childers 
Ralph Richard 
Paul Parsons 
Grant Munson 
Clay Orchard 
Martin Kimble 
Charles Young 
H. F. Broxon 
Wm. M. Moffitt 
C. J. Kollman 
Delmas Young 


Mrs. David Hogg, Chairman Mrs. M. H. Heller 


Mrs. W. H. Imbody 
Ww. 
A. 


Ge 
O. Schell, Secretary 


John F, Davis, Treasurer 


E. R. Baker, Financial Secretary 
J. M. Fitch, Ass’t. Fin. Sec. 
C. L. Follis, Ass’t. Fin. Sec. 


Birkhold, Chairman 


Mrs. W. C. Birkhold 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


H. W. Sigrist 


SPECIAL OFFICERS 


Alfred O. Schell 

P. H. Somers 

Robert Clipp 
Alexander Campbell 


Dale Hiler 

H. K. Pritchard 
J. W. Haffner 
R. J. Rousseau 
H. M. Flowers 
Dempsey Weaver 
Don Eyer 

K. V. Lytle 

Joe W. Clark 
Orville E. Miller 
Leo E. Miller 


BOARD OF DEACONESSES 


Mrs. Ray Barnett 
Mrs. C. F. Durfee 


C. F. Durfee 
W. G. Harrod 


Dale Pa. .erson, Church School Supt. 


Sarah Shroyer, 


B. W. Leversee, Ass’t. Church School Supt. 


Ass’t. Church School Supt. 


Mrs. Owen Vaught, Clerk 


Delmas Young, Ass’t. Fin. Sec. 
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WOMAN'S COUNCIL 


THE WOMAN'S COUNCIL 


Bottom row, left to right: Mrs. Leonard, Mrs. Robert T. Beck, Mrs. Wm. Hilbish, Mrs. 
Whitman, Mrs. Merland Heller, Mrs. Kirby, Mrs. Driver, Mrs. Lehman, Mrs. J. F. Davis, Mrs. 
Ray Woodhull, Mrs. Burkhalter, Mrs. England, Mrs. Carlisle, Mrs. Owen, Mrs. Siples, Mrs. Nowells. 


Middle row, left to right: Mrs. Lacy, Miss Emma Crabill, Mrs. C. Yoquelet, Mrs. Homer Broxon, 
Mrs. Richwine, Mrs. Barnett, Mrs. C. F. Durfee, Mrs. Newland, Mrs. Sheline, Mrs. McCarel, Mrs. 
Irwin, Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. Sigrist, Mrs. Wagner, Miss Pauline Sigrist, Miss Ercie Owen, Miss Leah 
Miller, Mrs. Virts, Mrs. Mosier, Mrs. Badders, Mrs. Imbody, Mrs. Guy Drewett, Mrs. Rhoda 
Depotty. 


Top row, left to right: Mrs. Owen Vaught, Mrs. Henry Flowers, Mrs. Ansil Gaskill, Mrs. 
Frank Frame, Mrs. E. R. Baker, Mrs. Walter Birkhold, Mrs. Fuchshuber, Mrs. Hugh Rice, Miss 
Anita Fitch, Mrs. Earl Fusselman, Mrs. Paul Parsons, Mrs. A. O. Schell, Mrs. Ray Barnett, Miss 
Carlisle, Mrs. Fred Smell, Mrs. Carpenter, Mrs. Ostrander, Mrs. Schlatter. 


All women of First Christian Church are members of the Woman’s Coun- 
cil the purpose of which is to develop the womanhood of the church in a united 
program of worship, missions, education, fellowship and service to the end that 
Christ may be exalted in the home, the church, the community, the nation and 
the world. 


Women have taken an outstanding part in the work of the church since 
the day of its founding. Women are listed among the actual founders of the 
congregation, and the women’s groups have been active in raising funds for 
the church and in promoting its welfare in other respects during the three- 
quarters of a century of its existence. 


Miss Susan Rhinesmith, a charter member of the church, organized the 
Ladies’ Aid Society, became its first president and served in that post for a 
number of years. The group gave suppers and lawn socials and held bazaars 
but depended largely for many years on meals served at the Allen County Fair 
for raising money to aid in financing the church. The fairs were held at the 
present Swinney Park location during the first few years of the Ladies’ Aid’s 
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existence and later were held north of the city. The women usually cleared 
several hundred dollars during each fair. 


When the present church was built half a century ago the women’s or- 
ganization found it necessary to redouble its efforts to raise money to clear 
the debt. Mrs. J. J. Bauer became president and under her able leadership the 
women were able to make payments on the indebtedness. 


The Women’s Missionary Society was organized by Miss Nellie Swayne, 
who was its president for several years. Mrs. Lizzie Irwin, Mrs. J. W. Mitten 
and Mrs. Daniel Doyle did much to advance this group and its work. 


Mrs. Frank Hobbs for several decades has been an outstanding leader in 
the women’s benevolent societies. More than 45 years ago she became a vice- 
president of the Benevolent Society, making her the representative of First 
Christian Church. The group canned fruit by the barrel for many years to send 
to the children’s home in St. Louis. The home was in its infancy at that time 
and was the nearest one to Fort Wayne. 


Many changes have been made in the women’s program as time passed. 
The Delta Alpha Society, young matrons’ group, was organized in 1926. The 
Mae Coar Circle, young women’s missionary group, was established in 1937. 
The Ladies’ Aid Society was reorganized in 1931 as the Woman's Council. 


Preliminary discussion toward merging of the Missionary Society and the 
Woman’s Council was held May 27, 1940, by representatives of the two groups. 
On September 18, 1940, the two organizations voted to merge effective January 
1, 1941. Fifty-three women became charter members of the new Woman's 
Council of which Mrs. L. S. Sentman was first president. 


The Council in recent years has united the activities and work of all 
women’s groups of the congregation and has many accomplishments to its 
credit. The Woman’s Council meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 
2:15 P.M. in the church parlor, the session being preceded by an executive 
committee meeting at 1:30 P.M. 


The Council comprises seven circles which, with their 1946 presidents, 
are: Dorcas, Mrs. Paul Whitton; Esther, Mrs. Joe Siples; Guild, Miss Elaine 
Jones; Martha, Mrs. C. D. Dilts; Naomi, Mrs. Georgia Ellison Rachel, Mrs. 
Martin L. Wagner, and Ruth, Mrs. Nellie Newland. Each circle meets regu- 
larly each month. 


Officers of the Woman’s Council are: Mrs. John F. Davis, president; 
Mrs. Herschel Bailey, first vice-president; Mrs. J. C. Koegel, second vice- 
president; Mrs. J. Fred Smell, secretary; Mrs. Charles E. Dare, treasurer; Mrs. 
Edwin Geerken, corresponding secretary; Mrs. C. F. Durfee, missionary chair- 
man; Mrs. H. W. Sigrist, World Call chairman, and Mrs. Leo Blair, project 
chairman. 
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MEN’S FORUM 


The Men's Forum, one of the newest organizations in the church, has en- 


tered its second outstanding year. The Forum was organized in October of 
1945 with Alexander M. Campbell as president; Clay Orchard, vice-president; 
Kenneth V. Lytle, secretary, and John F. Davis, treasurer. 


The men’s organization meets the first Sunday evening of each month at 
the church for a fellowship dinner served by the Dorcas Circle, and for a pro- 
gram of devotions, music, an address on a current topic in religion, education, 
government or other vital subjects and concluding with an open forum on the 
topic of the evening. Outstanding guest speakers from over the state have been 
obtained by Mr. Campbell and the men have shown much interest in the pro- 
grams. Atendance has ranged from more than a hundred to about thirty-five. 


The Men’s Forum membership comprises all men of First Christian 
Church and friends of the church. Its purpose is to take an unapologetic stand 
for the Christian religion and for the church of Jesus Christ, and with the 
minister to seek to make the church an active force in the life of the com- 
munity. For this purpose the organization stiumulates and directs various types 
of social and religious discussions and sponsors special services and activities 
that look toward the moral and religious betterment of the community. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE 


First Christian Church’s first young people’s organization on record dates 
back 58 years. This was the Senior Christian Endeavor Society organized in 
November, 1888, with 12 members and with Miss Lizzie Irvin as president. 


Formation of the First C. E. Society was inspired by Miss Nellie Stout, a 
milliner who during a business trip to New York heard of the Chrsitian En- 
deavor and on returning told the story of the C. E. to young people of the 
church. The group was formally organized in November of the same year. 


Two other Christian Endeavor societies were organized in Fort Wayne 
about the same time but did not continue long, thus giving this church’s C. E. 
the honor of being the oldest society in the city as long as it continued under 
that name. A representative was sent to the first national convention at Boston 
and later to conventions at Chicago, Cleveland and Detroit. 


The Christian Endeavor Society for many years had a candy booth during 
holding of the fairs and operated candy and peanut stands in connection with 
Ladies’ Aid functions. 


A C. E. history prepared about 1920 revealed six young people had gone 
from the society to do religious work. They were Firman McCormick, Thomas 
McCormick, Harry McCormick, Perry Updike, John Clark and Maggie Luther. 


An Intermediate Christian Endeavor Society was formed about 1914 by 
Miss Hazel Stanley, assistant to Rev. O. E. Tomes. The Junior C. E. Society was 
organized in February, 1920. Mrs. H. W. Sigrist served as leader of the new 
junior group with Miss Eulalee Clark serving as junior chairman by appoint- 
ment of the Senior C. E., and Miss Anna McCormick as Miss Clark’s assistant 
and as pianist and treasurer of the juniors. 


An Intermediate C. E. Society of about 20 members was organized about 
1922 during Rev. Ira L. Parvin’s pastorate with Mr. and Mrs. V. R. Newland 
and Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Sigrist as sponsors. When the Newlands moved to 
Chicago, Mrs. Sigrist containued as superintendent. Mrs. C. A. Lehneke served 
as assistant superintendent during the pastorate or Revesby Aa McKim. (1923- 
1928). The group had grown to an average attendance of 30 to 40 in 1925, 
and several of the young people decided to prepare for fultime Christian serv- 
ice. Shortly before Rev. A. P. Wilson became pastor in 1929. Miss Edith Bran- 
nan and the late Miss Cleo Caplinger served as sponsors of the Intermediate 
C. E. Society until Rev. Wilson became director of the group. 


The Junior Mission Band was sponsored by the W.C.M.S. for many years 
with Mrs. F. H. Hobbs as superintendent. As the Mission Band was inactive 
during Mrs. Sigrist’s service as superintendent of the Junior Department, she 
reorganized the juniors into a Christian Endeavor Society. 


(Continued on Page 62) 
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THE CHRISTIAN BUILDERS 


THE CHRISTIAN BUILDERS 


Bottom row, left to right: Visitor, Gayle Scott, Visitor, Virginia Ragan, Adoria Waters, Gene 
Sweeney, Henrietta Kissinger. 

Top row, left to right: Nancy Braden, Betty Miller, Ansel Hirschy, Robert Cole, Merle Long, 
Marion C. Halleck, Virginia Shulze, Joyce Sieber. 


The Christian Builders, a mixed group of young people of college age, 
organized to stimulate and further the knowledge of any subject which the 
organization feels is beneficial to Christian building, was organized in Decem- 
ber, 1945. The first officers were: president, Adoria Waters; vice president, 
Harold Martin; secretary-treasurer, Grace Hirschy. 


This group has adopted a balanced program of study and social activities 
which is especially appealing to both men and women of this age. During the 
first year, dramatics has been the main topic of study, and the religious drama 
“The Bishop's Candlesticks’ was produced and presented to the church at a 
family night meeting, and later at a Young Peoples meeting in Marion, In- 
diana. While the major effort is along the line of Religious Drama, the group. 
nevertheless, occasionally produces a comedy. 

Throughout the year, a social program consisting of skating parties, the- 
atre parties, a Christmas party and a hay ride maintains a high interest in this 
group. 

Present officers of the Christian Builders are: president, Harold Martin; 
vice president, Kathryn Lucas; secretary-treasurer, Henrietta Kissinger. Marion 
Cleo Halleck is group advisor and A. O. Schell is dramatic instructor. 
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Tan vor, LEBNAGE GROUP 


THivG yy. FeThENAGE GROUP 


Bottom row, left to right: Margaret Powers, Marilyn Richard, Betty Ragan, Martha Ellen Dilts, 
Norma Tetlow, Nancy Drewett, Wanda Horn, Jean Wilkins. 


Top row, left to right: Donald Rodgers, Normand Horn, Bob Shearer, Mr. B. W. Leversee, 
Dean Yoquelet, Mrs. B. W. Leversee, Richard Haffner, Lowell Dare, Kenneth Shrecongost. 


In 1942 most of our young peoples activities were organized into the C. 
Y. F. Group which is really a continuation of the original C. E. Society, which 
originally was organized in 1888. Thus, we have had a continuous program for 
young people for many years. Although it has been known by many different 
names, the program has gone forward continuously. 


This group meets regularly each Sunday evening to participate in a wor- 
ship program, a study period, and a recreation hour. One of the many enjoy- 
able features of the program is the “Dine-A-Mite” lunch which is frequently 
served. 


Many of the young people from this group have attended the Youth 
Conferences of the brotherhood, where they join with the young people from 
other churches of the brotherhood in the exchange of ideas, and receive special 
guided training in Christian activities. In these conferences, worship, training, 
and a social program are united into an enjoyable weeks activities. 


The first officers of the C. Y. F. Group were: Gayle Scott, president, and 
Elsie Keith, secretary-treasurer. Present officers are: Leonard Horn and Martha 
Ellen Dilts, co-presidents, Marlene Gaskill, secretary, and James Crouse, treas- 
urer. Mr. and Mrs. Bertram Leversee are sponsers of the group. 
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THE COLONY PROGRAM 


Taken from the idea of the original colonies of our own country, the 
colony progiam idea is to serve to integrate the life of our large church family. 
As shown by the chart, the colony program is mapped geographically. In this 
way members in a certain area can keep in close touch with the ongoing of 
the work of our church. 


As these colonies function, in each neighborhood there will be developed 
friendly church groups. To promote this, various methods will be used to get 
our large membership acquainted. Ways will be opened to make the pastoral 
work more effective in times of need and in hours of distress. Through this 
program latent or unknown talent will be discovered and used. Close touch 
will be maintained at all times with each and every member of the church. 
Further, it is hoped through this organization to increase our responsibility 
list of prospective members. 


Seventy-five years have made us an historic part of this community. A 
real program, such as this expressing the genius of our plea and our people, 
will make us a growing congregation with an increasing influence for Christian 
living. 


As our church looks forward to a greater membership and new buildings 
to care for the religious, social, educational expression of our life, the colony 
program will become more important, will add more and more to the spiritual 
and practical side of this congregation. Co-operation is a test and an improv- 
ing ground of any organization, more especially a Christian Church. As we 
have and express the Spirit of Christ, we may expect our colonies to grow in 
number and increase in size. 
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THE COLONIES 
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GOVERNORS OF THE COLONIES 


Paul Ellis Parsons, General Chairman 


Colony I.— 


Mr. E. R. Baker 

Mrs. E. R. Baker 

Mr. H. F. Broxon 

Mr. Kenneth W. Sefton 
Mrs. Charles Young 
Mrs. Henry M. Flowers 


Colony II.— 


Mr. C. D. Palmer 
Mr. Edwin Teeters 
Mr. Paul Yentes 
Mrs. Paul Yentes 


Colony III.— 


Mr. Collins Mannan 
Mr. Clayton Yoquelet 
Mr. Robert E. Arnold 
Mrs. Joe Baxter 

Mrs. Ray Barnett 


Colony [V.— 


Mr. P. L. Carpenter 
Mrs. P. L. Carpenter 
Mrs. Jos. Ostrander 
Mrs. David Hogg 


Colony V.— 
Mr. P. H. Somers 
Mrs. C. F. Durfee 
Mrs. E. Shockey 


Colony VI.— 


Mr. Powell Simonton 
Mr. Eugene Fitch 
Mrs. Nellie Newland 
Mr. J. J. McCarel 
Mrs. J. J. McCarel 


Colony VII.— 


Mr. F. E. Morrical 
Mrs. F. E. Morrical 
Mrs. E. Fusselman 
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Colony VIII.— 


Mr. H. G. Hiler 
Mr. W. H. Imbody 
Mr. Dale Hiler 
Mrs. K. V. Lytle 
Mrs. Dale Hiler 


Colony IX 


Mr. A. W. Davis 
Mr. Merland Heller 
Mr. R. J. Richard 
Mr, Myron Cole 
Mrs. M. Heller 

Miss Pearl Heidecker 


Colony X.— 


Miss Leah Miller 
Mr. Paul E. Whitton 
Miss Eunice Clark 


Colony XI.— 


Mr. Joe W. Clark 
Mr. C. J. Kollman 
Mrs. Irene Cline 
Mrs Ri. Tharp 
Mrs. Mae Sheline 


Colony XII.— 


Mr. J. C. Varner 
Mrs. J. C. Varner 
Mr. Arza Smith 

Mrs. Lynn Miller 


Colony XIV 


Mr. Glen Miller 

Mr. Clay Orchard 
Mrs. J. H. Whitbey 
Mr. H. E. Greenwood 
Mrs. H. J. Bowker 


DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATED 


SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY BANQUET 


First Christian Church received immeasurable benefits from its well 
planned seventy-fifth anniversary program which opened with two inspiring 
services Sunday, November 17, 1946, and closed with a large congregational 
banquet Tuesday night, November 19. Enthusiastic participation of the con- 
gregation in the celebration served as an important milestone in the church's 
forward-moving program. 


The church sanctuary was not large enough to seat the members and 
friends who heard a magnificent sermon on “Only One Life” by Dr. John Ray 
Ewers, pastor of the East End Christian Church in Pittsburgh, Pa., at the Sun- 
day morning worship. Dr. Ewers lauded the expansion plans of the church. 

Dr. Ewers gave the principal address on the topic of “Christ's Prayer for 
Unity” during a Sunday community vesper service. Another large audience 
heard his challenging appeal for a unified Protestantism. 


Greetings and congratulations were extended the church by the following 
community representatives: Robert Leach, president of the Fort Wayne Fed- 
eration of Labor; Dr. B. Brooks Shake, pastor of Wayne Street Methodist 
Church; Dwight Shirey, president of the Associated Churches; Walter Walb, 
president of the Chamber of Commerce, and Rev. Ernest Harrold, pastor of 
West Creighton Avenue Christian Church, which observed its fiftieth anni- 
versary the same week. A letter of greeting from Dr. George W. Allison, pas- 
tor of First Presbyterian Church, was read. Rev. Robert T. Beck, the host 
pastor, gave a response. 
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The church choir, under direction of Miss Marjorie Sutton, added greatly 
to the morning and vesper services. Guy Smith, of Napoleon, O., a former 
member of First Church, was guest soloist for the vesper program, and a quar- 
tet sang. Alexander M. Campbell, an elder of the church, presided during the 
vesper hour and Rev. Beck presided in the morning. Mrs. Robert Scott was 
organist. 


A well-attended reception was held Monday night, November 18, honor- 
ing former ministers of First Christian Church. Talks were made by Rev. Bar- 
ton A. Johnson, of Covington, Ky., a former pastor of First Church, Mrs. John- 
son, Rey. and Mrs. Beck and A. O. Schell. The reception was in charge of the 
Woman's Council, and Mrs. Herschel Bailey presided. 


A fitting climax to the diamond jubilee was the banquet November 19, the 
exact anniversary of the church’s founding. The banquet was held at West 
Creighton Christian Church in order to have table space for the 260 persons 
present. 


Dr. Edgar DeWitt Jones, pastor of Central Woodward Avenue Christian 
Church in Detroit, Mich., and one of America’s outstanding clergymen, brought 
an inspiring address based on the importance of old proverbs in the lives of 
men, entitled “Proverbs For Today and Tomorrow.” Dr. Jones congratulated 
the church on its accomplishments over three quarters of a century and urged 
it to prepare for the next seventy-five years by obtaining adequate buildings 
and other facilities. Dr. Jones complimented the expansion committee on its 
choice of the South Side site. 


Opening remarks were made by A. O. Schell who presided. Responses 
were given by H. W. Sigrist, Walter C. Birkhold, Dale Parkerson, Paul Par- 
sons, Rev. and Mrs. Beck and Mrs. David Hogg. Glenn Miller played a saxo- 
phone solo, and John W. Broom played a flute solo. Miss Sutton led group 
singing. 

Coming as a fitting beginning of the church’s seventy-sixth year was of- 
ficial approval by the congregation December 1 of the recommendation of the 
expansion committee and official board for purchase of an entire block on the 
developing South Side of the city as the site of a beautiful, modern church. The 
congregation also voted authority to the expansion committee to negotiate a 
lease for use of the church’s present site for commercial purposes. 


The new site is bounded by Calhoun and Harrison Streets and Maple 
Grove and Pettitt Avenues. It is clear of all buildings, is in one of Fort 
Wayne’s most restricted and prosperous residential areas and has all utilities 
readily available. A trolley coach line extends to within a block of the new 
location. 


(Continued on Page 64) 
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MEN’S CLASS. (Continued from Page 34) 


The Men’s Class has always manifested considerable interest in the mis- 
sionary program of the church and has frequently contributed over $100.00 per 
year for missions. The class has always had a good teacher and many different 
subjects have come before it for discussion. 


Mr. Harry Hiler served as teacher from about 1934 to 1936. Prof. A. A. 
Coil and Dr. A. C. Worley also are former teachers of the class. About 1930 
to 1934, the men’s class met as a part of a large class, consisting of four adult 
classes, which met in the Sanctuary with the teachers of all four classes alter- 
nating in teaching the combined group. Charles D. Dilts is the present teacher 
of the class and has served in that capacity for the last few years. 


LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS. (Continued from Page 35) 


For about thirty-five years, the Ladies Bible Class sponsored the collection 
of gifts for the children in the St. Louis and Cleveland children’s homes, and 
carried out that program faithfully until it was assigned to another group. The 
first radio received at the Emily E. Flinn home at Marion, was a gift of this 
class, and each year at Christmas time, gifts are sent to each of the ladies at that 
home. Each October, the class sponsors the ‘Harvest Ingathering” when gifts 
of food and money are collected for the Emily E. Flinn home. 


The present officers of the class are: president and assistant teacher, Mrs. 
Wm. Hilbish; vice president, Mrs. Homer Broxon; secretary-treasurer, Mrs. 
C. F. Durfee; assistant secretary-treasurer, Mrs. Flora Virts. Mrs. Ray Wood- 
hull is teacher of the class. 


LOYAL REAPERS CLASS. (Continued from Page 37) 


The Loyal Reapers have always taken part in all of the activities of the 
church and the church school, and have sponsored or contributed to many 
worthwhile projects. Generous contributions have always been made to both 
the foreign and home missions programs of the church. Many contributions of 
food and clothing have been made to needy families of Fort Wayne, as this 
class has always lived up to its aim, ‘Do all the good we can, in all the ways 
we can, to all the people we can.” 


Present officers of this class are: president, Miss Pearl Heidecker; vice 
present, Mrs. Martin Kimble; treasurer, Miss Emma Crabill, secretary, Miss 
Hazel Swinehart; assistant secretary, Miss Flora Gilmore; teacher, Miss Fay 
Woodhull; assistant teacher, Miss Leah Miller. 
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PROGRESSIVE CLASS. (Continued from Page 38) 


school. It has been progressive in action as well as in name, and from a small 
beginning, it has grown steadily until it now has one hundred and seven mem- 
bers On December 18, 1931, a constitution was adopted and the following 
officers were elected: president, Ted Tucker; vice president, Lawrence Sent- 
man; treasurer, Roy Stephenson; recording secretary, Mable Houser; enroll- 
ment secretary, Edith Childers. 


Mr. A. A. Coil was chosen to be the first teacher of the class and served 
in that capacity until 1932, when he was succeeded by Mrs. J. R. (Mom) Coar. 
It was under the guidance of Mrs. Coar that the class developed a fine social 
program, and enjoyed a rapid and steady growth. In 1941 and 1942 Mr. Paul 
Reece, Mr. Burdette Burke, and Mr. A. O. Schell served as assistants to Mrs. 
Coar, and in 1943, Mr. Schell, our present teacher was chosen as regular 
teacher of the class 


The Progressive Class has always promoted an active social program. The 
Annual Homecoming held each autumn is always a big occasion, and many 
former members often travel long distances to be present and renew old friend- 
ships and enjoy the fellowship of a Progressive Class Basket Dinner. Another 
high spot in the year's program is the Annual Christmas party held each 
Christmas time for members and their families. At the Christmas party every 
one present, young or old, receives a gift from Santa himself. Each summer a 
picnic is held at one of the nearby lakes. 


The class has sponsored and produced several plays, which provided funds 
for many of its activities. It has always supported every movement of progress 
in the church and has helped to finance many church projects. It has a stand- 
ing missionary pledge which has always been paid in full, and in which each 
member has a part. 


A sick committee is always ready to call upon members or friends who 
are ill, and the class always responds most graciously to any member who might 
be in distress. A fine class spirit brings about a sharing of both the joys and 
sorrows of any member. 


Many members of the class are officers of the church, and the church 
school. Members of the Progressive Class are constanly taking on new re- 
sponsibilities in church activities. Several of the members of the class served 
in the armed forces during World War II. 


Present officers of the class are: president, Robert Clipp; vice president, 
Arthur Davis; treasurer, Arza Smith; secretary, Mrs. Ansil Gaskill; enrollment 
secretaries, Mrs. A. O. Schell and Mrs. Irene Cline; teacher, Mr. A. O. Schell. 


62 


LA KODA CLASS. (Continued from Page 40) 


In 1925 the ‘“Do-Shi-Ki” class merged with the La Koda class. The new 
class chose to be called the La Koda Class. Mr. Charles D. Dilts was chosen 
as teacher and continued in that capacity until he was succeeded by Miss Cleo 
Caplinger. When Miss Caplinger moved from this city, Mrs. George (Mother) 
Meyers became its teacher. In the recent years, the class has been taught by Mr. 
Paul Reece, Mrs. Sigrist, Dale Parkerson, and Mr. Halleck. 


Miss Ruth Schoonover, who was one of the charter members of the class 
became a missionary and served in Japan for ten years, returning to the United 
States in November, 1941. 


The LaKoda Class always co-operates with any church activity and fre- 
quently sponsors projects of its own. Many members of the Progressive and 
Come Double classes were formerly members of the LaKoda Class. 


Present officers of the class are: president, George Argerbright; vice 
president, Miss Doris Sweeney; and secretary, Miss Adoria Waters. The pres- 
ent teacher is Marion C. Halleck. 


YOUNG PEOPLE. (Continued from Page 53) 


The Missionary Society continued to sponsor the junior work, sometimes 
with a committee in charge. Others who served as superintendents were Mrs. 
Ralph Virts, Mrs. Chester Follis and Mrs. Lawrence Sentman. Mrs. Sigrist 
headed the junior work for two years during Rev. Barton A. Johnson’s pas- 
torate and again when Rev. Samuel J. Burgess was pastor. In 1942, the juniors 
were featured in “Junior World’, published by the Christian Board of Pub- 
lication, for their study of the work and program of Hazel Green Academy at 
Hazel Green, Ky. A picture of the junior group was included. 


The annual report of the Senior C. E. Society for 1922 revealed $315 was 
raised for missions out of total receipts of $407.25. 


The Christian Endeavor Societies were reorganized in 1942 as the Chris- 
tian Youth Fellowship. 


At start of 1946 the young people again were reorganized into the teen- 
age group which retains the name of Christian Youth Fellowship, and the 
Christian Builders (C.B.’s) for those above high school age. 


Boy Scout Troop No. 9 was organized at the church in February, 1930. 
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HIGH SCHOOL CLASS. (Continued from Page 41) 


maintained a complete church school program, as well as a social and athletic 
program. 


About 1940 the boys class and the girls class were again merged into one 
class, which is the present High School Class. Mrs. Albert Egly served as teach- 
er for several years, until she moved from the city at which time, Mrs. Charles 
E. Dare was selected as teacher. 


Present officers of the class are: president, Miss Mildred Martin; teacher, 
Mr. Collins E. Mannan; alternate teacher, Mr. Richard Schrecongost. 


DIAMOND JUBILEE. (Continued from Page 60) 


Mr. Campbell presented the expansion committee's report as committee 
secretary. He explained that the committee's work has been in progress since 
December 12, 1944, and has been thorough with the church’s best interests in 
mind at all times. He said the church will have a nestegg of approximately 
$100,000 from leasing of its present site and other available assets. Options 
on the new site call for a purchase price of $25,300. Mr. Birkhold is expansion 
committee chairman. 


THE CHURCH OF THE FUTURE 


FINAL DEDICATION 


With grateful remembrance of all who have loved and served this church; - 
with tender hearts for those who have fared forth from earthly habitations, to 
the strengthening of our assurance of immortality and the deepening faith that 
blessed are the dead who die in the Lord; we, the people-of this church and 
congregation compassed about with a great cloud of witnesses, grateful for 
our heritage, sensible of the sacrifices of our fathers, confessing that apart 
from us their work cannot be made perfect, do dedicate ourselves to the wor- 
ship of God.and to the constant services of God and man. 
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